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[An Interview with Art Hansen]

REES: ... second,2002 and|@®n here and going to do an interview with Art Hansen
from Clark Atlanta University abouttheold fartsin anthropology. . . [interruptionin
taping] Wee getting ready to start here. Hi, 1®n MarthaRees, |®n a professor of
anthropology at Agnes Scott College and I®n here interviewing on May 22", 2003 Art
Hansen whois an assod ate professor in the department of internationd affairs and
development at Clark Atlanta. We®e doing this for the Sodety for Applied
Anthropologies Oral History Project. So we®e going to ask Art some questionsabout
anthropology and abouthis career. First | want to thank Emily [Wynn], Calvin
[Burgamy], and Mary [Osterbing for hd ping usdo thetechnology, which would
certainly have usstymied, if we didn®have alittle bit of help. Hi Art. [chudie]
HANSEN: [chudkle] Hi Martha

REES:. Youknow.. . haveyougoneove thislist of topics?

HANSEN: | looked at thelist tha, [inaudibile] Society.

REES:. Wéll, | canjud sort of godown thelist, and start with jus wha you. . . howyou
see anthropology, and practicing anthropology, and then we can moveonto some

persond stuff, or we could start with the persond stuff.



HANSEN: Mightaswell start with thegeneral. . .

REES:. Okay.

HANSEN: Although admittedly, | don® have tha much to tell you, because 1@n not
really an historian in anthropdogy.

REES: Well they don®want this project to be about the history of the discipline, they
want you to talk about practicing anthropology and how you gat into it, what it meansto
you, wha suggestionsyou have. So why dorn@you jud start. . . start where you think the
beginningis.

HANSEN: Okay. [?] my career? Tak aboutthebeginning of practicing anthropology?
Or. ..

REES. Wéll, onequestionis, how. . . well, what are yourinfluences. . . what are the
influences on the early development of applied and practicing anthropdogy, in your
opinion, and how did practicing anthropology get started? Y ou were probably there on
thegroundfloor, at leastina. . .

HANSEN: Well, | mean actudly | would go back to the40@, there were anthropologists
involved in [inaudible] affairs.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: There were also people doingindudrial, and anthropology floor. . . shop
floorwork. And essentially wha® hagppened is that anthropologists have abandonel
thos things We used to do alot of things[where] rural sodety knew us WeQe
essentially abandoneal those to disciplines tha have sprungup like rural sodology, which
s doingal theU.S. rural sodology|[7].

REES:. Yep.



HANSEN: Agricultural econorrics, which is picking up, agan, andthose two fields
rural sodology and agricultural econorrics are American academic fields, they don®exist
in any other county, unless weQre exported them. And so they®e really off-shoots of
sodology.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Which istheurban-indugrial-western view with rural areas, and your off-
shootof econormics, which isreally dealing much more with macro, or indugrial,
whaever, to dedl with agriculture, those are American offshoofs of an arenathat
anthropologists origindly were involved in.

REES: | thoughtrural sodologywas wha we called anthropologists in Africawhen
they didn®like the name anthropologists.

HANSEN: Rura sodology and agricultural economics are two fieldsin theU.S. tha
only exist in land grant schools.

REES:. Yeah, okay.

HANSEN: Or only in agricultural schools, and they®e only. . . and they®e American.
REES: 1@n concerned jus atad abouttha noise going onin the background Can you
hear it?

OTHER VOICE: [inaudibl€]. ..

REES: Movethecoffee. ..

HANSEN: Thecoffee bathersyou? Or the[7]. . .

REES:. On theother side yeah.

OTHER VOICE: 1t@onthemicrophone

REES: Move thecoffee ove here, how abouttha.



HANSEN: Ah,yes. | see.

REES: There@® amicrophonehere.

HANSEN: Tha@right

REES: 1@njus. . . they®ebuilding stuff. Okay. That isredly. . . tha@really nest.
Andso...

HANSEN: Yeah, andtheothe thingisindugrial and labor relations ILR, which will
exist in some busness schools, like William Foote White was a major person, ILR, he(d
been Streetcorne Sodety, which we could countas anthropology, sodology.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: But that plusalot of shopfloor stuff, anthropologists left. So, if youlook at
some. . . Elizabeth Eddy and Bill Partridgeedited a book on applied anthropology in
America, and some of ther. . . wha they®e looking at is some arenas that we have | eft,
tha we had been involved with earlier, before World War Il intheU.S. And then of
course, World War 11, we gotinvadved with [?] and [SOR] and al this busness of the U.
S. trying to undestand peoples in the pacific that they have never. . . didn®know
anything about, so the military asked anthropologists. So tha was all previous

REES. Sowha hgppened to you? How did you get [inaudible] ?

HANSEN: Asan undegraduae, | only had onecourse, a senior level coursein
anthropology by some visiting lecturer who was passing throughon a oneyear contract
and | was at theuniversity, hetaughtonecourse and left. | mean, hetaughtoneyear. |
took onecourse, tha wasit.

REES: Whowasit?

HANSEN: | haven®thedightest idea.



REES: Youdor®know. ..

HANSEN: Tome, it wasjud acourse. | took psych courses and history courses, and
tha was an anthropology course, and.. .

REES: 1@n sure noneof our students ever [inaudible]. [chudie]

HANSEN: Weéll, it wasjud acourse. It wasinteresting, but, | was thinking aboutthis
ontheway over, howdid | ge involved in anthropology? | would use an example first.
My first wife was al'so an anthropologist, and we were doing fieldwork [7]. Shewas
interviewing indigenouspractitionas, non-anthropologists call witch dodors.

REES:. Yeah,right

HANSEN: Indigenouspractitionas, and shewas asking this person how did he become
an indigenouspractitiona? How did heget involved in tha career? Andhesaid, Girst |
became sick.O

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: How@ you become apractitiona? Well first you become sick, then you
become pat of the community of those who have tha ilIness, after which you are then
ableto, if you pay someoneto go oninto becoming a practitione of medicineto cure
tha. Wdll, | became an anthropologist because first | traveled in the Peace Corps S0,
after graduaing with no. . . onecourse in anthropdogy, and no. . . it had nothing to do
with any decisionsin my life, | went in the Peace Corps Tha was JFK, ask notwha
your county can dofor you, etcetera. Plus hdping other people. 1t@thisideatha(
heping other people tha@ aways been real important, and so | joined the Peace Corps,
went off to Latin America. . .

REES: Istha where you met Scott Robinson? No.



HANSEN: | met Scott later.

REES: Okay. He® goingto come up again.

HANSEN: Yeah. Okay. | wentto Boliviafor acouple of years, and in public hedlth
education and rural community development, learned a lot aboutthose fields and at tha
time, the Peace Corpsgave volunteers wha they called thefootlocker, alibrary to take
volunteersthd. . . volunteers to take with them. And there was abookby Edward T.

Hall, TheSilent Lanquaye

REES: Great book

HANSEN: Which, to thebest of my knowledge to show you how little tha senior
course | took, as an undegraduae had, tha@ thefirst anthropology bookthat | read that
really meant something to me tha | remembered. Because, here |l wasin Bolivia, asa
volunteer, trying to affect sodal change bengtotally nasve and innoent aboutcross-
cultural communication, aboutthefact tha everybody isn® necessarily meaning the same
thing | mean when we®e talking with each other, and as | was going throughthis process
of [?] development, | was. . . | started reading thisbook by Edward T. Hall, and things
madealot more sense. So, anyway, after finishing the Peace Corp in Bolivia, | became a
rep in theDominican Republic, for a couple of years | headed rural development
programs, and | had questionsaboutdevelopment. Why, when | could see thingstha
could be done why weren®people doingthem? Why were these people not developed?
Why didn®they have many of the same thingsl had? And the simplest answvers were, of
course, that they were stupid, dumb, or lazy.

REES: Mmhmm.



HANSEN: But, | waslivingwith people, | was working with people, they were no more
stupid, no durrber, and nolazier than anybody! @ grown up with in the mid-west. In
fact, alot of hard-working intelligent people. They may or may not have formal
education, butthey were smart, hard-working, motivated, had to be something else. Wha
else? Well, | thoughtit could betheissueof. . . | was nasve enoughto think it was
communication, it could be something aboutthe cross-cultura communication. Of
course, Edward T. Hall@ old [7], butaso the . . you know, you®e nat saying the same
thingsyou are speaking, communicating. So | went into grad school in anthropology,
really looking for answers why wasn®internaiond development working theway |
thoughtit should work. Why weren®people developed? So that® how| gotinto
anthropology.

REES: Andtha® Comédl?

HANSEN: Tha was Cormndl. And, Cormdl had been involved with Vicosproject, and
of course 1@ jus spent 4 yearsin Latin America, and so when | thoughtof grad schools, |
went. . . | went aroundto a couple of grad schools, a nunmber of grad schools to see about
anthropology, but Corndl seemed to make sense to me because of its applied
anthropology background.

REES. Well wha was your undegraduae major?

HANSEN: Engdish. | had majored, realy, in podry. So, thesingle mos important issue
tha | studied was podry. And,unfortunaely, when | gotto Corndl, | gottherejug too
late. Alan Holmberg had died, and as. . . the Cornéllians in a sense, had given up on
applied anthropology. | didn®knowtha.

REES: Why?



HANSEN: Jud continud issuein thediscipling aboutis applied anthropdogy really
anthropology? And, thetheoretical anthropdogy,wha | consder amore discipline
boundapproach, is, has always been stronger, and so they went away from applied
anthropology. They thoughttha wasn®theway to go. They were tellingus when | got
there, or had already gonethere as a graduae student, applied anthropology is dead.
REES. Thepog-Vietham era probably had something to do with tha.

HANSEN: Weéll thisis. . . thiswas. . . thiswasduring.. . this. . . we were still at. . .
REES: Still at war?

HANSEN: We were still involved in theVietnam controversy. We were still. . . | went
to Comdl in @8.

REES: But don®you think thewar made usbe more critical of anthropology? The

Vietham war? Like, tha it@ no good tha anthropologists might sell out, and you know.

HANSEN: Yeah, andtheewas. . . they jus had the controversy, the Peruvian
controversy. They had. . . whilel wasin. . . at Comdl iswhen they had the[Ty]. ..
REES: Tha@right

HANSEN: ... controversy.

REES: Tha@right Dale Jones, and.. .

HANSEN: Yeah, and oneor more of thefaculty at Corndl had been involved with the
whole busness about[neglecting] commission, about people that had been utilized by. . .
REES. Right

HANSEN: By theCIA orwhaever. Things[?] co-optfor [?] people. No, it was. . . but

the death of applied anthropology, seemed to me because these were high [?] academics.



REES: [chudkle] So, | guess you don®agree tha applied anthropology is nat relevant.
HANSEN: | think thiswas absurd. | mean, but at tha time, in thelate 60@, and into the
70@ in the academy, which was the heartland for anthropologists, because
anthropologists geneally only reproduce themselves in academics, applied anthropology
was certainly not maingream, and it certainly went along with thefact tha they had
abandonel all these other avenues that we@ talked about And so when | would give
presentationsat conferences, aboutthingsthat interested me, oneof thecommon
responge was, ut is this anthropology? Thisis very interesting, wha you said, butis
this anthropology? Tha was during thelate 60, early 70@ a congant refrain at
anthropology conferences.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Thefact tha anythingtha was applied, tha was changeoriented,
development oriented, sodal changeoriented, was interesting but notreally
anthropology.

REES. Right

HANSEN: Andsoit@. .. | mean,it@duringthe 708, late 703, | think, tha then there
became a shift in the discipling, and 1®n not sure the reasonsfor it, | think it may very
well have been driven by thefact that we were graduaing alot of Ph.D.@ withoutjobsin
theacademy. . .

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: And so they were getting jobsoutside of the academy, and graduae students
were seeing tha, and were wanting to see, Qvell wha can | dotha® actudly relevant to

being something other than a university professor?0 And, there was thiswhole. . . |



10

mean, there@ aworld out there, where al of these issues tha anthropologists [7], that we
can do something innovdive and interesting with, because we have this perspective tha
other people don®have, and | think it was driven by students.

REES: | agree. | think that we can begrateful for our students for ourselves and for our
students even today, for doingwonderful thingslike tha. Pushing usforward.
HANSEN: Yeah, keeping usin contact with something outside of the. . .

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Theacademe.

REES:. Yeah. Redlity check, or whaever.

HANSEN: Plus | mean, 1@ goneinto anthropology because my interest in
development, and having these questionsaboutdevelopment, but | mug admit, | spent
probably thefirst 10 or 12 yearsin anthropology with amog a split persondity, because
nothing in theuniversity, in anthropology, spoketo my feelings

REES:. Yeah. Wha doyou mean by tha?

HANSEN: When | was taking courses?

REES: Yeah. Courses weren®relevant, you mean?

HANSEN: Thecourseswere. . . it@ asif youarea Latin spesker and they®e teaching
you Lithuanian. They®e both languayes, they obvioudy have somethingin common, but
they@e jud totally different[?7]. Here, 1@ betaking courses on kinship, sodal
organizations information which | could see was relevant, butit was not presented in a
framework of tryingto make it relevant. It wastaughtina. . . it was so discipline
centered, | mean anthropologists were so oriented toward the disciplinethemselves, the

tradition of anthropology, the questionsthey were trying to answer were questionstha
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were raised in thediscipling, very theoretical, [?] questions they weren®spesking the
issues of theworld, and so althoughthere was alot of ingiration tha could beused in
theworld, tha was very relevant, they weren®speaking to that. And, it madeit hard for
astudent, you couldn®talk aboutit in class. Jug. . . you@e spesking, you know, Latin,
and they@e teaching Lithuanian.

REES: Didn®people sort of stop doing fieldwork outside the United States sometime in
there?

HANSEN: Theewasatimeof [7] funding.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: There wasn®as much funding for field work. Themos expensve. . .
students could, generally, while they®e in classes, they could get spare-time jobs they
could. . . there was some money for tuition, whaever, | mean they could survive, butto
dofield work, that@ expensve. Andtha issort of afull-time. . . if you®@e goingto leave
and go to Africa, or you®e going to goto Asia, or you®e goingto goto some other
places, you®e notgoing to be able to work while you@e doing field work, well, if you
don®have funds you can®do tha.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: So, for alot of people, they did field work in theU. S., because tha@ the
only thing they could afford. It used to be for anthropologists, if you did field work in
theU. S., tha was not anthropology.

REES: Tha@right

HANSEN: Unless American Indians . .

REES. American Indiansare okay.
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HANSEN: ... were seen as different enough so you could deal with American Indians
REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Butyou couldn®do it onminoritiesintheU. S,

REES:. Right, that would be sodology.

HANSEN: And, heaven forbid, couldn®do it on majority culture, tha was sodology.
REES. Whiteguys Yeah.

HANSEN: Wasn®field work.

REES. Sowha. .. what tricks doyou have in your bag tha makes you a practicing
anthropologist that you take from that fabulousanthropological perspective tha you add
to your practice of anthropology. | mean, tha@® wha you@e saying, you have this gresat
perspective tha@ jug. . . mos people don®apply.

HANSEN: Right Themain. . .| mean, thefundanenta contributionstha
anthropologists have to offer in development and sodal changeis our undestanding that
there@® more than oneperspective. 1t3 the anti-ethnocentrism. First, the undestanding
of ethnoentrism. Second,thewillingnessto apply that ingghtto ourselves.

REES: Mmhmm. Tha® good. Tha® good

HANSEN: Many people, hyeah, sure. Ethnoentrist, ohyeah, | can see you@e
ethnoentric, notme.O

REES: Yeah. Yeah. And weall are.

HANSEN: Right So thewillingnessto apply it to yourself.

REES: Tha@ good.

HANSEN: Thewillingnessto, when you®e in asituation, to ask yourself wha isthe

perspective of the other people in this environment? Wha do they think is hgopening?
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What isthereality tha they®e experiencing at themoment? And, to notjus assume that
thereality of theplanters, thereality of the outside observers, the western expertsisthe
only reality tha couns. Tha® the overwhdming contribution tha anthropologists made
Andthen thewillingnessto. . . al of our techniques are ways to having accepted that,
then how do youfind out abouttha pespective? How do you find outaboutthat reality?
And, so whether it participant obgervation, or interviewing semi-structured, [7]
structure, whatever observation, all of those thingsare jug [7], al these kindsof
methodobgies are jug ways to get at something we know exists, which is another reality,
another perspective.

REES: Tha we can® even see.

HANSEN: Right Withou, you know, preconaeptions

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Sotha@. .. |@ say tha®themain thing.

REES: Tha@good, liketha.

HANSEN: Oneof theconcernsl have with applied anthropology, and several texts on
applied anthropology, istha | see some of these texts saying unless you are usng
gpecifically anthropological theories, usng specifically anthropological techniques,
addressing anthropological conaerns you@e not an anthropologist. These are even in
applied anthropology.

REES: You@e notgoingto name any names, | guess, huh?

HANSEN: 1@n notgoingto name any names. Any revered names who write revered
textbooks no. But, | think that® totally absurd.

REES: Yeah. Yes.
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HANSEN: Totally wrongheaded. | am an anthropologist.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: How can | define anthropology? | don®know, but| know! am one And,
yet when | go outto dowork, whether it@in. . . with child soldiersin the Congo,or with
demobilized soldiersin Angola, or rural development, or whaever, we®e notworried
abouttheories in anthropology, | ®n interested in undestanding wha® out there,
undestanding what those people are doing, and so | use alot of anthropology, but1®n
nottrying to come up with answers for thediscipline, 1@n interested in coming up with
answversfor theworld.

REES:. Buttheproblem that you see. . .

HANSEN: 1t& a problem.

REES: Mmhmm. So wha you®e sayingisthat disciplinary focusis still realy there, it
sort of like keepsa. . . abourdary between. . .

HANSEN: Oh yeah.

REES: Yeah.| agree. Tha® agoodway of saying it.

HANSEN: [1t@ till very, very clear in graduae school.

REES: Yeah. Anddepatments, it@very clear.

HANSEN: Yeah, | mean,it@. .. Qe mainly teached. . . in anthropology | mainly taught
thegraduae level. | haven®taught . . | taughtundergraduae courses but nottha much.
1t& been more graduae, and it@ still very [7]. Students keep ushonest, because they
look at ther careers, and they see jobs and many of them come in to anthropology

because they want to work in development, they want to work in [?] change Butthe
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academy still has this conservative orientation. If you don®haveaPh.D., you@e a
failure, you know, matters in anthropology, no.

REES: Enh.

HANSEN: No, no,no. 1t@gotto beaPh.D.

REES: Doesn®count yesh.

HANSEN: Andthehighest statusin life isto beauniversity professor, like me your
ingructor. Tha@® so self-serving, so, dare we say, ethnocentric.

REES: And,if they can®get jobs al of them, anyway, that. . . you know, like leading
them. . .

HANSEN: 1t@ making them perpetudly dissatisfied, because you®e set up, asfar as
|®n conaerned, thewronggods, it@ a misundestanding of anthropology to bdieve you
have to bea University professor to be an anthropdogist. And, thethrug of practicing
anthropology is great because of tha.

REES:. Okay.

HANSEN: Youknow, for alongtime, weQre said tha there were. .. we talked about
being an applied anthropdogist, which meant that rather than. . . rather than being. . . we
had to have the objective, because if you didn®say applied, if youjug said
anthropologist, implicit with tha was tha you did research, wrote booksand articles and
taughtcourses, and you were discipline-oriented, you were worried aboutthetheories and
methoddogiesin the discipline So, we had to have an objective, call it applied
anthropologist, which induded people like me who were interested in questionsaboutthe
world. Issuestha theworld threw up, nottha disciplinethrew up. But still many of us

were based in the University, and | Qe always been based, | mean, | may go off acouple
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years on a contract, butthen | come back to teach at a University, and practicing
anthropologists didn®that university base. And, they were the ones who thoughtup,
very clearly, thefact tha just saying applied anthropology is not enough because you@e
still excluding those of uswho are not university based. We do nothave to write an
article or abook, anything we write will probably bereports, it@ a very different life, and
until we explicitly make roomfor ourselves at thetable, you®e nottalking to us and
wele notinvaved.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: So | think tha@® been a great advance.

REES: Andashift, | think, you@e right

HANSEN: Yeah, andit@ arecognition of theimplicit orientation toward the theoretical
and thediscipline

REES: Mmhmm. Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Yeah. So tha® been very good

REES. And,so tell meany funry stories or stories aboutmaybeyour first field work, or
maybethefirst time you. . . like, maybe some more aboutwha was hgppeningto youin
the Dominican Repubilic.

HANSEN: Right Goodthinking. Let mefirst just say wha I. .. onethingin general. |
mean, | had. . . | had spent fouryearsin Latin America before | went to graduae school
in Anthropology. And, | thoughtl was relatively aware of Latin America. | mean, |
learned to speak Spanish there. | undestoodalotaboutit. Then | went to Anthropology
graduae school for a couple of years, and then | went off to Zambia and went to Africa. .

. | was always intending to do my dissertation research in Bolivia. But, married a
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woman, anthropology graduae student, got married, shewas goingto go to Africa, while
| @ been off in the Peace Corps, she@ been at grad school, so shewas ready to do her
dissertation before me, and my committee said you have a chance to goto another part of
theworld, excellent. . . excellent[?] going. Okay. So, | wentto. .. | went to Zambia, and
was there avery short time before | realized tha as an anthropologist, even as an
anthropology graduae student | learned so much more, so much more quickly than | had
asadevelopment worker. Even as a development worker who had been interested in the
culture and interested in learning aboutBolivia, interested in learning aboutthe
Dominican Republic, learning was so much faster, quicker, degper as an anthropologist.
REES. Why? Why? Because you had alittle. . . these anthropology tricks in your
back/front podket? Or you picked up some concepts?

HANSEN: | suppo® undelying it wasthe mgor prindple of anthropology, which is
tha there is another reality outthere, but themain trick, is[?] as a development worker,
your mouth is open, you have a message to communicate. As an anthropologist, your
ears are opan, your eyes are opal. So | went to Zambia, and when | introduced myself to
people | said, @ am a student, | have come for you to teach me abouthowyou life.O
REES. Mmhmm. Tha® wondeful.

HANSEN: Andthen mouth closed, ears open, eyes open, and | wentto learn. But, asa
development worker, your message always gets in theway of your learning, because you
were always trying to teach, and so you@®e not as aware of the messages tha they®e
trying to communicate to you. You@e nottryingto undestand ther reality, you@e trying
to impose yours.

REES: Mmhmm. Mmhmm.
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HANSEN: Jug atremendousdifference.

REES: 1t® abig difference.

HANSEN: Oh.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Andit wasfascinaingto me because | had had four years of field experience
tha | could putit upagang. Where so many anthropology grad students, or
anthropology undegrad students, when they do field work knowing aboutanthropology,
they can®compare tha with what they would have learned if they had no orientation.
REES. Right Right

HANSEN: But, it wasn®anything to do with techniques.

REES:. Okay.

HANSEN: Yeah. Because at tha time, in the 608, no onetaughtmethods

REES. No. No. Absolutely not

HANSEN: | mean, demand in some graduae programs were nothing, Cornd| didn®
teach zero on methods

REES: Uh-huh We didn®have methods

HANSEN: No, no,no. Youhad theories, you had data, you know, more ethnogaphies,
how many ethnogiaphies have you read aboutall these people, but we didn® have
anything aboutmethods Tha was. . . you know, pick it uponyour own.

REES: My first field experience was ashodk in that. | didn® even know how to write a
diary, which 1®n sure every oneof my students here has done you know, yes. [?7] So,

tha it something else tha@® changed.
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HANSEN: Ohyeah. | mean, we teach often, because of the errors we made. We
emphasize this, Glon®you dowhat | did, | knowwha a mistake that was.O | always
concerned with my grad students that they really designthear research before they go.
They knowwha it is they®e going to study, they do the[?] background,they think about
how they®e going to collect daa, they think about how they®e going to andyze data.
Still, [7] isanother issue. Because | didn®dotha. When | went to Zambia, | didn® go
with any planninglike tha. | wentto jus accompany my wife while shedid her field
work, | was goingto come back and go to Boliviato domine | ill wanted to do my
dissertationin Bolivia, but. . . so | wentto Zambiato jus observe Zambia, nodesign at
al. 1 wasreading aboutBoliviaup until themonth before | |eft for Zambia, butgothere,
mouth closed, eyes open, ears open, fascinaing. Fascinding. People havingavery
different perception of theuniverse. Y ou know, people not bdieving thegerm theory,
jug as an example. People bdievingin spirit posession, for example, sorcery, | mean,
it@ real fascinaing, absolutely and totally fascinaing. And, Qe gat. . . Qe discovered,
if there were refugees there by accident, they weren®suppod to bethere, but |
discovered tha they were there, and that® how | ended up gettinginvolved in some of
themajor orientation | gotin research. Studying refugees.

REES: AndyouQe been doingthat. . . was tha your dissertation then? Youjug did that
[7] there?

HANSEN: Tha ended up beng my dissertation.

REES:. Didyougo back to Zambia?

HANSEN: Oh yesh, |Qe goneback.

REES: | meant for your dissertation? Or wasthat your. . .
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HANSEN: No, | ended up...weended up. . . | was. . . we were therefor ayear,
origindly gonefor ayear. Thethingisthat all therefugees who werelivingin the
villages, where we were living in thevillage, al the people living there were there
illegdly. Thegovenment policy was tha refugees had to report to the govenment and
they would be taken to a settlement scheme where they would be given land, they@ be
given food, they would betaken care of unde government control, and so all therefugess
still livingin villages were people who were purpasefully keeping their headsdown, not
letting anybodyknow aboutit because they were thereillegdly. So no onewould admit
to metha heor shewas arefugee. | mean, they had three categories of European, and |
was a[Chindad€] European. Y ou could bea missionay, well | wasn®preaching so |
wasn®a missionay. You could beatrader, well | wasn®buying or selling, just things
for thehousehold, so | wasn®trading. Or, you coud beagovenment employee, well
tha was theonly third possibility, and | wasn®telling them that, so | must bea spy.
Tha@® another way they think of agovenment, [7] hedoesn®tell youwha he@ doing.
Some people were. . . | mean, | was onaborder area, thewar in Angolawas going on, it
was hot and heavy, you could origindly hear gunfire, we were living like 6 or 7 miles
fromtheborder, hear gunfire in the beginning at night fromthe other side of the barder.
Therewere. . . it was not officially there, butthere were [Uniqud, which was an
oppostion movement tha was actudly based, they had campsrighttherein tha rural
areawhere we were. Well, alot of thingswere going on, and there was alot of concern
aboutintelligence, and you know, western intelligence, whatever. It wasn®untl | was

ready to leave, at theend of thefirst year, and this, as you know, from field work, when
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you@e leaving peopletell youthings They think it@ safe, you@e leaving, you@e going
to take this with you.

REES. Amazing,the mog amazing thing.

HANSEN: Yeah. Oh,theladt. . . last month, all tha information comes out

REES: Thelast day |Qre had stuff, yes.

HANSEN: Yeah. Sothelad. . . thelast month, somebodyfindly told methat yes, he
had come from Angola during thewar, hewas arefugee, and so | stayed another year,
and | did snowbdl sampling, because okay, you said you came from. . . who came with
you? Andthen | went throughthat, and | said, kay, | know you came, who came with
you? Okay, who came with you?0 Because | had been doing a study of therural
econony in that settlement. Theonly thing. . . and| was very interested in how people
who< lives had been upst, and log so much, who have been displaced, how they were
going to restart life agan, but | couldn®tell who was arefugee and whowasn® So you
couldn®prepare them.

REES:. Butoneguytold you.

HANSEN: Oneguytold me. Sol stayed another year, did snowbdl sampling until |
was able to separate out, you know, there@ still some | dor® knows, but | could separate
outalot of refugees, nonrefugees, so | could actudly prepare and actudly study the
process of therefugees in terms of making alivingin anew environment.

REES: Now, your committee didn®go bananas when you did tha? When you came
back with al this data?

HANSEN: Tha( the other thread | wanted to pick up.

REES. Okay. Good.
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HANSEN: Because, althoughl tell my students to design their research before they go,
to foresee things do thelit review, work outthe statement of problem, whatever, then
they go, and when the student comes back, thefirst thing | ask him or her is, Go what did
you do while you were gone?O And | tell faculty thisin other disciplines and they®e just
dumbfoundel. Becausein so many disciplines, chemistry, astronory, physcs, whaever,
your students are working side by sidewith youin thelab, fromday one when they start
in graduae school, they®e taking classes and doing research tha you give them by the
lab, and when they finish their coursework, theyQre often finished ther research, they get
thar degree andthey goaway. Or, in othe disciplines, you set out something for them to
do, andif they®e going to do any fieldwork outside of the campus well, it& pretty cloe.
Whereas in anthropology, there@ always serendipity opeated. | had notgoneto Zambia
to study refugess. When | send students off to dothdr research, | don®knowwhat
they®e going to come back with. So, I@etold them, hereis something that if in fact you
collect thedata, you have thedissertation. Now, if you go off and find something tha
jud totally excites you, my recommendaionistha you aso fill in the holes for this, and
then do whaever excites you, and come back, because the problem is goingto be if you
just study what excites you, when you come back, since you hadn®thoughtaboutit, and
designdl it before youwent, you may have all these holes, it doesn®@make a dissertation
and you@e stuck.

REES: [inaudible]

HANSEN: Yeah. So hee, because it@ so well designed, you can fill thisout, andin
addition, youdl have extratimeto study wha really excites you.

REES: Go with theflow. Mmhmm.
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HANSEN: Butdon®. .. don®dunp this. Many times you come back. . .

REES. Andsodothey dotha?

HANSEN: Yeah. |Qre had people come back with thingstha really excited them, butso
often, thethingstha excite usare thingstha we didn®know anything about because
they haven®been studied before, so there@ noliterature, and. . .

REES: Andyou®e outtherein theboondo&s.

HANSEN: | mean, | did my dissertation onrefugees, to the best of my knowledge
nobodyhad donean anthropology dissertation on refugees before. If they had, | certainly
didn®know aboutit. | hadn®had any idea of wha conceptsto [7] to conceptudly define
these things no literature to work agang, | jus collected all thedaal could findon
something interesting and then came back and had a devil of atimetryingto make a
dissertation out of this. Because, where were the anthropological questions? Thee were
no disciplinay questions| was asking aboutrefugees? | was jug asking how do people
earn aliving when theyQre been displaced? Nobady had studied displacement.

REES: Well, jud. .. andtha@to me, central in anthropology, quite. . . even today, |
mean. . .

HANSEN: But, a tha time, law and order.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Durkhem, structure and fundion, themajor thrug still is, in sodal science,
was structural, fundiond andysis. We hadn® shifted towardsthe emphasis on conflict
yet.

REES: Mmhmm. Mmhmm.



24

HANSEN: | mean, we still. . . the Robeat Redford. . . Redfield, Oscar Lewis, you know,
doing the same community. . . theconflict was [7] versusconsensus tha had notyet
permeated anthropology and therest of thesodal science, to where were studying
conflict rather than. . . or change rather than continuity.

REES. Sowhen did tha happen? When did that shift take place?

HANSEN: Seemsto me it happened morein the70@. . . 70@ and then later mid-80G3,
and with. . . because, before tha, as anthropologists, you studied cultural continuity, you
studied how people continued culture, howthey were carriers of culture. We didn®study
how culture changed. We didn® emphasize that.

REES:. Yeah, | think theVietnan war had something to dowith tha shift also.
HANSEN: Something.

REES: | mean we were critical of everythingwe were hearing, and. . .

HANSEN: Yeah. Buteven beforetha. | mean, lookat. . . look at African
anthropology, because after. . . in the pod-colonial era, andin the urbanization, therural
urban migration era, look at anthropologiestryingto. . . | mean, tha studied tribd
sodeties. Wha happaned when somebody from a QribeOwent to town? How did he
handle the fact that in town, tha person was interacting with people from other types,
lineage systems weren®[ 7] opeative, they were meeting and hanging outwith and
getting married with other kindsof people. Theold modds weren®working.

REES: They weren®working.

HANSEN: And, o after. . . tha@. . .

REES:. So, pog World War 11, jud. . . jud [inaudible] the people.

HANSEN: Yeah. Yeah. Andwefinditinthe ..
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REES: Butl still think we wereindined to say that that was a breakdown, so tha was
an example of, you know, dysundiond change whereas when you get alittle bit more
into conflict theory, then you®e saying, well actudly tha changes good because it@
progressive, or tha@why. . .

HANSEN: | mean, | dor@think anthropdogy wasin theforefronthere. | just think
there was awhole shift in western sodal science.

REES: You@eright, yeah.

HANSEN: And,aongwiththa, lookat Marxism. For Marxism, heaven forbid, you
know, all these. . .

REES:. Taboq yeah.

HANSEN: . .. communist kindsof things but when you started emphasizing conflicts,
well that is another way to conaeptudize conflict, and undelying fundamental conflict.
With that shift toward an undestanding of conflict, thereis. . . has been a shift toward
being willing to study sodetiesin change in crisis, and so tha@ what | ended up
studying.

REES:. So, after youfinished your dissertation on refugees, then you continued that?
HANSEN: By tha timel wasin Florida teachingat Florida, | met another
anthropologist, Tony Oliver-Smith, and Tony and | were colleagues, and we were. . .
wel meet in the hdlway andtalk aboutthis or tha, and it turned outhe had origindly
been going to Peru to do a study of rural market systems, in highland Peru. He had
gotten ddayed, for onereason or another, hewas up at tha time, in Bogonworking as a
sodal worker, and gotddayed goingdown, and in thedday, thetown hewas going to

study, tha [?] had been buried by an avalanche and so the question was was he going to
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shift histopic, go to some other place, hedecided to go to tha town and to study wha
happened.

REES: Tha(great. Tha@® howyouget started. Yeah.

HANSEN: Yeah, tha® howhegotstudy. . . studying natural disasters.

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: But, you know, howdid youbecomea. . . an indigenoushedler, first |
became sick. How did you get interested in adisaster? A disaster hgppened to the people
| was going to study. How did you become interested in refugees? | was studying people
tha turned outto berefugessthere. And so we. . . welde excited in the people we®e
studying. So, he had been studying how people respondel to this disaster, and to rebuild,
and how they were responding to government policies aboutmoving them out, etcetera. |
was dealing with refugessin Africa. On the surface, nothing in common, first of all,
different culture areas, you know how high boundwe anthropologists are about Gire you
aLatin Americanist. . .Oareyoua. . . you know, Q@n a Chinese specialist.O Well [®n an
Africanist, he@ a Latin Americanist, and Andeanist, tha@ onething. He@ dealing with
people in atown, buried by an avalanche, 1@n dedling with, essentially rural people who
are fleeing awar, but as we talked, there seemed to be commondities aboutthese people
who were displaced, and we thoughthmm, thisisintriguing, so we called before a
symposum at the AAA, and we asked arourd to see if anybodyelse had been studying
displaced people, and so then we had a symposum, we gotwith the Colson and Ted
Scudde and some othersto come in to discuss this, and we had a symposum at a AAA
ondisplaced people.

REES: When was tha?
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HANSEN: | think it was @1, thebookcame out in B2, and it was aboutproblems and
responges of, you know, they call it involuntary resettlement of. . . involuntary migration,
people who were forced to move

REES: 1@n thinkingtha my tapeis gaing to end every secondnow. No, IQegot . .
|Qe gotalittle bit more.

HANSEN: Okay.

REES: Okay, but when it goes click, I®n goingto haveto. . .

HANSEN: Right, sure. And. ..

REES: SothaG. ..

HANSEN: Wedidn®. . . anthropologists always want [?] aterritory tha@ jus not
marked, | mean, anthropology is sort of adiscipling asfar as|®n concerned, tha@ jus
full of unmarked territories, so we had questions we were interested in pursuing those
guestions these were issues tha had come up in the world, | mean, this avalanchein the
Andes wasn®a theoretical avalanche, it was actudly people suffering from thistha he
was dedling with them trying to recover, andtheresistance, and | was. . . it wasn®a
theoretical war, these were actud honest-to-goodress refugees who were trying to, you
know, earn aliving, and so we were asking questionstha wererisingfromlife. Sowe
were both, in tha sense, applied anthropologists. Some anthropological theories,
sodological theories, psychological theories, we don®particular care. . . interested in
where these theories came from, butwe were trying to make sense of it.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: And,we were notjud dealingwith refugees, it was a naural disaster. We

thenrealized, well, | had fouryearsin development before tha, hehad a background
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with. . . in sodal action aswell, there@® also victims of development projects, and so we
had some people with. . . who would work with victims of development, and we didn®
know it, at that time, but later people go back to that book and say tha@ thefirst bookin
afield nowcalled forced migration, or displacement, because we had first thoughtit was
interesting. . . interesting to study, we were interested in people beéng dynanic, that the
agency of people were interested in showing tha, and tha we were puling in wha had
previoudy been conddered to bediscreet fields naural disasters of war and refugees and
[7] development. Youknow, you jug pursuethings you think are interesting, and some
of them. . . other people think they®e interesting.

REES: But, oneof thereasonsyou think it@ interesting is because it® something tha (3
really hgppeningin theworld. | mean, obvioudy it@ wha@ really happening onthe
ground.

HANSEN: Ohyesh. | mean now, child soldiers, 1®n really interested in theissues of
child soldiersin Africa, and thereintegration of child soldiers.

REES: InCongoand.. .

HANSEN: Well, it@ so common, | mean there( so many children being used as soldiers
or combatants in so many counties aroundtheworld, but [®n primarily in western
Africa, andin Africa, Uganda SierraLeone Nigeia, Angola, [7] Congo,l mean there@ a
lot of counties where. . . in Africawhere children are beéng used as soldiers. Andit@. . .
to methee®. . . thereare. . . asidefrommoral. . . I@n a. . . I®n apaent, now, o aside
from getting at me persondly because it( seeing children in thisway, it@ also. . . the
theoretical issues are jug astounding, why hasn®anybodyever studied it?

REES: Like. ..
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HANSEN: Well, soddization. Youknow, if wede talking about . . we@®e nottalking
abouta stable sodety, welde not talking about continuity throughtime, we®e talking
aboutwhat hgppensto children who are suppo®dly the next generation. . .

REES: Yes.

HANSEN: Suppod to be sodalized to become the carriers of culture, what hgppensif
they gothroughmilitaristic sodaization? So wha is the difference between being
sodalized in themilitary and being sodalized in civil sodety, wha are the outcomes for
sodety tha you have then? In terms of domestic relationships gende relationship,
military sodeties are essentially predomnantly male. Now, women areinvolved in
definitely adependent arena Now, there is some gende equdity in avery few arenes, |
mean Eritrea, honest to God, women and men were involved as soldiers, | mean real
soldiers, there was no separation, but even Mozambiqueand other places, commonly,
when women are involved, it@ because they@e either doing the domestic work to
suppot. . .

REES. Right

HANSEN: They®e notwomen with guns so much, as men with gunsand women who
are either suppotingthem or spying. Doingthese kindsof, you know andillary activities.
Soldiers need water to drink, they need foodto eat, they need ther clothes washed, you
know, this kind of stuff. Often. . . often children, and often women, are involved in these
kindsof subsdiary activities to themilitary. It doesn®mean the military is primarily
male based, and it does mean tha the oppostion of the sexes, which we havein all

sodeties, istempeed in al civil sodeties by theinteraction, theinterdependence of male
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and females, we have adivision of laborin which men do certain things women do other

things Men depend onwomen, women depend onmen. Y ou can®jug goit done

[End of tapel, sidel]

[Beginning of tape 1, side 2]

REES. May, 2003andthisisside2. Soyouwere saying.. .

HANSEN: Incivil sodety, usudly thereisthisinterdgpendence, and so the oppostion
of the sexes, thetengon.. . thesexud tenson and gende tensgon, which you haveinal
sodeties, istempered by a need for interdependence, butwhen. . . in military sodety, it is
very male dominated with women in avery seconday role. Well, wha happensto boys
when they get tha kind of a sodalization? When you@e in asituationin which women
are to beraped, women areto. . . areto beabduded and taken away to serve as daves, as
oppod to. . . asoppo®d to needing to have marriagein themilitary. . . particularly in
your more informal military groups buteven when you have formal groupsin which
rape becomes ingitutiondized.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Theideatha weQre had in anunber of these civil wars, aboutrapeasa
weapon of war, to humiliate and demoralize an o-. . . another group. Well, thechildren
who are still being sodalized, who are still learning the nomms and the values of your
sodety, wha hgppensto thos boys? What kindsof fathers and hushandsare they going
to be? Arethey goingto befathers? Arethey goingto behusbands? | think there@ a

tremendousissueto examing, in terms of sodety abouthaving children as soldiers.
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REES:. So,wha hgppensto them? Wha do youthink?

HANSEN: Right now?

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Nothing. They@eignored. Rightnow, we. . . it@jus oneof these things
tha you sweep unde the . . there are lots of very important issues that we don®examine
tha we jug sweep unde thefloor. Right now, commonly you demobilize soldiers at the
end of awar. Soldiers are still important, because they®e guyswith guns youtry to get
rid of theguns you try to give them something to do other than shootpeople, for aliving,
but commonly, once thewar is over, everybodylosesinterest. Once you take theguns
away from theguys then you®e back to. . .

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: ... doingwhaever younormally do. The same with children. Jugt because
they happen to beboyswith guns rather than men with guns youjug ignore them.
REES:. So,wha can an anthropologist do?

HANSEN: Well, theoretically, we can examine questionsthat aren®beng examined.
Because nobody,l mean, in looking at theliteratures, nobodyis examining the questions
aboutthe soda impact. They®e examining in a practitionerslevel, NGOG, you know,
asking, Qvhat isthefuture of our sodety with all these children?0 But it® chaities, you
know, in which assumptionsare being made, but nobody®doing research aboutwha@
going on. And, in theacademy, which isamajor place where issues can be pushed, |
mean agendas, political agendas can be . . can get more visibility, can get more power,
andnooné&3. . . noone&3 bringing it upin theagenda In terms of actudly. . . pdicies,

actudly doing some research onit, asking fundamental questions could very well
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illuminate practical policies, programs. | mean, here® the applied anthropologist, which
you get involve with that. . . [7] programs, but you®e asking questionsabout very basic
assumptions Tha®@what could bedone Rightnow I@n at the beginning of this, so it&.
.. there@ no payoff.

REES: We havethelog boysherein Atlanta, dor@we? A bund of them.

HANSEN: Oh yesh, that@ atotal anomaly, because you know, they®e men, | mean
they®e mainly in ther. . . mainly in thar twenties. | mean, they. . . because these are
log. . . they were boys buttheyQre been in refugee campsin. . . nowin Kenya, butthey. .
. youknow, they were in Ethiopia, and then they fled from Sudan to Ethiopia, they fled
back to Sudan, they fled to Kenya Tha@ part of the. . . tha story, of course, isthe
trekking across Africato find a point of safety askids and alot of desths losngalot,
but then they@e been in the Kakuma camp in Northern Kenyanow for 10years or so
with very poa education, and so they®e comingin as 20 year olds 25 year olds 18 year
oldswho are. . . who®e been sodalized in camp, and | mean, there are so many other
people who have been sodalized in camps | mean, look at your refugee camps, which,
tha sodety isignored, wha kind of sodety could they reproduce? Here, it wasthefact
tha they were children, they actudly. . . there were no families with them, so they were
boys you know, teaching boys

REES:. Yeah. LikeLord of theRingsalittle bit, or whaever.

HANSEN: Yeah. Yeah.

REES:. Butit aso remindsme of prisons youknow.
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HANSEN: Ohvyesh. Andit@so.. . inthesense of limited options andin the sene of
notrealy. . . notbeingin asodety where you could. . . afundioning complete sodety, in
which youwould learn theroles tha you would need to fulfill. . . to reproduce tha.
REES: Right So they®e goingto reproduc something, tha@the question, wha isit
they®@e going to reprodua? Certainly not the culture they came from, because it@ gone
probably.

HANSEN: Andwhen they come here, they don®come with therr fathers and mothers,
and you know, thar. . . essentially these boyscome, and they have, like mos people
coming, area interest in education, butthey had such terrible beginnings | mean, itG a
real struggle for them, any of them, to get GEDs, and if you can®get tha equivalent to a
high school degree, you know, how can you bdong?

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Butit meanstheyQre gat very truncated, elementary school education. But
these are examples, and these were not soldiers, but these were clearly very war affected
children, and affected for alongtime. Thereasonto focuson child soldiers, | mean war
affected children is ahugecategory, and when you have some of these sodieties,
essentially al children are war affected, buttheideais child soldiers we know are clearly,
directly involved in war. We assume more than anybodythey@e had experiences of
actudly. . . either killing people, or benginvolved in tha. We know tha a number of
them were recruited, clearly, in ways to isolate them fromther own home. Having them
commit atrodties in thar own home village, you know, kill amember of therr family,
bum people® homes in ther own village so they couldn®go home again, so that they

would be more wedded to ther troop.
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REES: | didn®knowtha. Yeah.

HANSEN: Ohyesh. There are mgjor issuesto study. It hasn®yet become academic
interest. Well, refugees weren®of academic interest.

REES: Yeah, butthere@® so many now, and we have, you know, Bosnia, Middle East,
you have Irag, you have Afghanistan. . .

HANSEN: Anthropdogyisadisciplinetha® changing, and part of. . . we®e looking at
wha@ changed during my time as an anthropologist, it changed to afocus . . to an
indusion of peoplein crisis, as oppogd to only studying sodal continuity. Butit@still a
minority.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: S$till afocusonthecontinuity.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: But at least we®e willing to deal with peoplein crisis. Whether or notit(3
displacement, whether or notit@ war, whatever, we®e willing to deal with those kindsof
major shifts. And,there were still popuationswe haven®dedlt with, like child soldiers,
butandogousto tha, it isrelated. There@thefaming foodsecurity issue. Because, in
1985,when we had thefaminein Africa, the AAA was going to have arespons, and so
Sol Katz of Penng/lvania, several other people at Penngylvania and elsewhere, put
togeher thistask force of an African famine And, theideawas, we were very concerned
aboutthefact tha theU.S. . . wefelt theU. S. respong, and thewestern respons, would
be counerprodudive. That, so much of wha we do, we westerners do in thethird world,
is not based on an undeastanding of thar own culture. . .

REES:. Exactly.
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HANSEN: 1t@jug, we@e sort of. . . based on our own assumptions we®e gang to go
steamroller in with our aid programs, which we felt might be counterprodudive.

REES. Right

HANSEN: And so theideawith thetask force wasto say, Qet@. . . at thisnaiond level,
let usorganize theindghts that we have aboutdealing with sodeties, and this kind of
faming very foodinsecure situaions so we can offer advice to these, you know, aid
development relief programs.O Well, much to our chagrin, wasn®it?

REES: Yes. Yes

HANSEN: We went to thebodyof knowledge and the shdves were empty. Andwe
asked ourselves, Qvhy isit that so many of ushave been in situationswhere there has
been famine, there has been food shortages, weQre been living with people like that, but
we haven®written aboutit?0

REES: Tha® like thehistory of the human race has been. . .

HANSEN: Well,itwasn@ . . it wasn®conddered to be an appropriate topic for
anthropologists. We went back and foundRaymond Firth , when Raymond Firth went
back to Tikopia, sodal changeat Tikopia, he goes back and findsouttha theyear before
he went back, there had been afamine and ther. . . oneof therespongsto famineisthat
people get in boas andthey go off in theocean, either to drown, or to find someplace
where there® food well he gives a chapter in hisbook, onsodal changeat Tikopia, on
faminein Tikopia

REES: Tha@it. Tha wasit.

HANSEN: That wasit. That wasthebodyof knowledgetha we had. Andhewasn®

doing anything.. . lessonslearned, jug a chapter.
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REES. Right Right

HANSEN: And,sowe...we...intermsof thistask force, even, sad.. .

REES: [inaudible]

HANSEN: Okay. Wha we needed to dowas to mobilize people to write wha they
knew. We need to encourage people to put our lessonson pgoer, to try to think of lessons
learned, so in fact we put offers onthe[plate]. Well, so herearethe . . hereisfamine
and food security in Africa, earlier here was this busness of refugees, victims of natural
disasters, now child soldiers, many of these arenas in which, althoughas anthropologists
doing field work, we had been there. . .

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: ... it hadn®been consdered to beappropriate for usto write athesison, or a
dissertation onit, an article onit, it wouldn® get published if youwrote it, your
committees, as a graduae student, wouldn®recommend you to doiit.

REES:. Yeah. Andwhowould hamyou?

HANSEN: Andso...soitwasn®done

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: And, so still when we look at applied anthropology within the
anthropological nework, still saystha hee are all of these problemsin theworld, critical
issues tha anthropologists, because of our recognition of other readlities, and because of
ourwillingnessto golive in places where western sodal scientists don®live,

REES. Never go. Yeah.

HANSEN: Never go.

REES. Never would. . . yeah.
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HANSEN: Youknow, tourists, and adventurers might go, but no academic would go.
REES: Hmm-mm.

HANSEN: Because of tha, we have thisinformation, we had this potentia to
contribute, but as a discipling we®e only slowly accepting that as being professiond, and
it@ still area minority opinion.

REES: Yes.

HANSEN: | mean, youlookat. . . | mean, we have Human Organization.

REES: Yeah, lookat theAAA, lookat the. . .

HANSEN: Lookat American Anthropologist.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Hey, give me abreak.

REES: Nothing. Nothing.

HANSEN: No. | mean, we have. . . and.. . and Human Organizationis set up by the
Sodiety for Applied Anthropology.

REES: Yeah, s0...

HANSEN: Right, that@thevoice. There are some other things | mean, tha. . . the
Joumad on Disasters, the Joumd of Refugee Issue Studies, and these things Practicing
Anthropology, these are broughtup, but they are still off to theside There@been a
major shift, there@ still an awful longdistance to go.

REES: Yeah. | think thee@ <till awhole ot of that, Os this really anthropology?0 And,
even in the case of refugees, | would be. . . think that maingream anthropology is more
interested in thingslike identity. . .

HANSEN: Ohyeah. Absolutely.
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REES: ...thanin, youknow?

HANSEN: Absolutely. Absolutely.

REES: Tha@ awhole other topic, | think, butthey would be. . . tha would be more
maingtream than, how are these folks living?0 As you say, how do people earn ther
living [?] refugees.

HANSEN: Right And, it does. . . because, it@ refugess, | mean, patt of wha | was
interested in isthey@e. . . they®e reformulating who they are, howthey®e. . . how are
they going to earn aliving, based on who they wanted to be | mean, thar own values
were very important, because they did certain things they didn®do other things they
made . . they made choices, even when they were. . . food deficit, they would hold
rituds, which required them to use food, life cyclerituds, they would celebrate those
rituds with food, they weren®jus bengtotally, you know, ingrumentally rationd, in
which they were jug usngfoodfor ingrumental purposes, no, ritua was still essential.
Life cycle thingswere essential.

REES: It keepsthegrouptogeher. | mean, inthegroup.. .

HANSEN: [t@identity. . . identity is till as critical as breathing, as critical as eating, |
mean people are putting tha down there with thefundamental kindsof thingsthey need
to do.

REES: Wéll, and maybe they®e not separate, or shouldn®be separate.

HANSEN: Yeah. But, | wouldn@ . . studying refugees, then go at it with theinterest of
contributing only to thetheories of identity. Tha wouldn®bewhat | was interested in
doing.

REES: Yeah. It wouldn®be . .
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HANSEN: A byprodud, [inaudible]. A byprodud isthetheory. . .

REES:. Wédll, | think theidentity issue keepspeople togeher, and keepsthem. . . and
they depend on thegroup anyway in order to survive, whether they®e in afamineor not,
s0, maybe especialy when they®e in afamine |®n notsure. | have lots of questionsto
ask youmore, but . . tha are sure to go off our topics, but . . so youreally came up, and
| mentioned this to you before, in the 608 andthe 708, can you. . . wha do you see has
changed in theway we look at gende, or race, or any. . . or classeven, inthos. . . over
those times? What. . . | mean, | could talk for hours abouthow | changed, howit@
affected me, and my perspective on theworld, both doing fieldwork with people from
other countries, aswell as. . .

HANSEN: Right

REES: Thesoda milieu. . .

HANSEN: But, to me, themog dramatic shift has been gende'.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: | mean, when | came back from the Peace Corps, in thelate 60®, came back
to the university, we were jug going throughthe whole Vietham War issues, the up<ts. .
REES:. Yeah, yeah.

HANSEN: That wastheyear, 88, @9 in which at Corndl, and Columbia, and all the. . .
anunber of well publcized episodes, and at Cornell, | was very invaved with tha stuff.
But, we didn®think aboutit at thetime, theleaders were almog all men, and thewomen
were al bringing us coffee and making sure that we had something to eat and drink, and
taking.. . youknow, it was very traditiond in gender ways. Thecivil rightsissues had

not moved to gende'.
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REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: 1t@when youget into the 708, is when you start getting the gender issues,
andit®. . . then inthe70@ where it@. . . and theacademy is elsewhere, amongthose of
uswho were quotk. . . you know, theterm, [inaudible] sodal change . . butal of the
sudden, we started thinking, h, gee, women as equd 20 Well, sure theoretically, but
wha does tha mean in practice? And, at tha time, it did mean, for women, alot of
ange.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Theewasalot of ange at tha time, going on.

REES:. Yeah, andyou mighthave been thebruntof it.

HANSEN: Oh, absolutely. Absolutely. Certainly was. And, bengan anthropologist,
and having gone . . having worked in anti-colonial, or pog-colonial situaions | couldn®
say tha they were wrong because if you had been a colonial person and someonesaid,
Qrou know, you did X to me,Gand you said, Quell, it wasn®really me,Owell, yeah, yeah,
yeah, you[7].

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: You certainly benefited by tha situation. And, sure, okay, |®n anice guy,
butsure, of course it@ been unequd. Of course it@ been unegud.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Yeah. And,you know, |Qelived with, and lived throughtha time in which,
first of al there was norecognition, then there was, wha | would see as mgjor an-. . .
major issuewith anger, and then trying to come throughthe issue of aggressiveness

versusassertiveness. All of these buzz wordsthat the women® movement have gone
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throughto. . . to have women undestand that they could be assertive, withoutbeng
aggressive, and of course, | mean, oneof themajor. . . it@ notan anomaly, but thefact
tha gende equdity meant women could belike men, rather than that men or women
could belike women or men, because it meant then that women would want thejobstha
men had, and women could be as aggressive as men, and they could exhibit. . . because
masculine characteristics often were consdered to be beter. . .

REES: Right, you dor® have men tryingto belike women.

HANSEN: Right

REES: Yeah. You@eright

HANSEN: Andsoit wasonesided. | mean, tha jug hgppened. It did. . . it did show up
the sense tha athoughthere had been this idea about feminine characteristics beng
wondeful, alot of women didn®think that they were as wondeful as themasculine
traits, or they weren@® as successful.

REES:. Or, we might resist tha imputation of essentiaistic characteristics, such as
materndism or military. . .

HANSEN: Right Right

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: And,| mean, tha@® when you get thefear of success busness, | mean, |Qe
been giving students, for alongtime, men and women, giving this busness aboutgive
them onesentence, and have them complete the story, you know, QMary was accepted
into med school, after which. . .Oand the origind way that that was used, that given to

women, women would often come up with some way tha Mary would get messed up.
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REES:. Istha right?

HANSEN: Mary would, you know, flunk out of medical school, or Mary would get a
degree and become a physcian, but never gt married and never have children, or. . . |
mean, all. . . al these themes of failure. | switched it, because | would. . . by dightof
hand, | would have Johnson the bottom and Marys on thetop, and | would give Marys to
thewomen, Johnsto themen. | was getting the same fear of failure with men, and often
more, which men would come up, Qohngot admitted into medical schod, after which. .
.Othey would come up with failure themes.

REES: Hey, tha@cool. 1@n sureit@true

HANSEN: Yeah.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: And,| mean thesame. .. in tha sense, pressures, to succeed, thiswhole. . .
REES: Yeah. Everybody® gotthem.

HANSEN: Yesah, theneed to achieve. But it wasn®thesodal. . . thewomen were
confronted with thefact that, Ghow can you bea professiond success and be a mother?
Wife and mother?0 That role conflict. With men it wasn®a role conflict, it was just the
pressureto. . . to achieve, and your identity and achievement. . .

REES: Inyour career.

HANSEN: Right Youareyou work.

REES: Butnow, | mean, | think there@ still some gende inequditiesin salaries, butthat
could be age as much as anything, because certainly mos anthropology programs, and

new hires are coming 50/50.
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HANSEN: Weéll, anthropologyis still pretty. . . very unusud. Interms of either gende
equd-. .. innum-. .. I@ntalking just [?|graphically. Intermsof numbers. Even. . .
either equdity. . . closer equdity isvery different. | mean, you still have mog disciplines
are heavily oneway or theother.

REES: Mog disciplines, yesh, you®e right, anthropology isweird. Buttha@ agan. . .
but at the same time, we®e till really white,

HANSEN: Oh yeah.

REES. Youknow. Andothe disciplines are much less white, actudly, than
anthropology.

HANSEN: And... see, tha®, to me, thebig shift. . . you asked aboutgender, race, and
class. Thebig shift to me has been genda.

REES:. Butyouwere thiswhite boyinthemidde of Africa, you mug have been two
times astall aseverybody.. .

HANSEN: Wél, inLa-...inBolivia two timesastal as everybody.

REES. Andalso, yeah, brown people. . .

HANSEN: Yeah, yeah, yeah. But, inthe ..inthe. ..intheU. S, | mean, we went
throughthis. . . | mean, we went throughthe. . . the 54 was a decision on education, so
growing up,andwell, | wasin colleges, | mean the Civil Rights movement, as an
undegraduate, tha@ when we®e havingthesit-ins. Tha@. . . | mean, | was amember
of the Civil Rights movement at my college, and tha@when. . . | worked in the summer
to earn aliving, and had to pay for college, but my friendswould then goon.. . onthe
bustrips and you know, they would. . . thecivil disobalience, buttha was something |

grew up with, so to me it wasn®change Theideaof. .. well, thechangewas that more
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equdity is accepted, whereas we were fighting for it in thebeginning. The gende thing
is much more surprising to me, because, in fact, | was essentially grown up, or had grown
up experiences, and then al of the sudden get blind sided by, oh, my goodnes, | had
been totally unaware of this.

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: Andthen, livingthroughthat.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Class. .. wel, we had mentional thefact tha Marx had been totally
forbidden, the awareness of class comes alongwith theemphasis on conflict, goesalong
with Marx, because in the U.S., we have, as pat of ourideology said Qe are classess,O
or, Qvele all middleclass.O

REES. Right Right

HANSEN: Wehave. ..

REES: 1t@very. .. it@ very had to bet my students to think of anything else.
HANSEN: WeQe completely ignored the fact tha there@® an upper class.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Ané€lite. And...

REES: Tha thee@ahuge. .

HANSEN: . .. theinvisible undeclass.

REES: Weéll, | think when | went to Mexico thefirst time was when | became aware tha
| was white, and there were alot of privileges, and | wasrich, andtha@, | guess, you
know, maybeit® not historic, it was just my own persond development tha tha. . . |

realized tha, jug by bengthere.
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HANSEN: Andl had. .. yeah, by goingto other places.

REES. Andseeing.. . andworkingwith people of different skin, and different culture,
and everything.

HANSEN: Yeah. It.. .| mean, I®n certainly notcolorblind, tha@ beabsurd, | mean,
|®n an American, therefore |@n racist, | mean, that. . . we jud. . . we@e. . . wede brought
upintha way, butl mug admitthat 1. . .| ignore tha, at asubmngiousleve | ignore
thd.

REES. Wéll, youworked with lots of Africans | mean. . .

HANSEN: | worked with Africans Latin Americans . .

REES: ...they mug beso much apart of your. ..

HANSEN: . ..and now| mug admit it is an abslutely treat, in tha way, to beworking
in a historicaly black school.

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: Because, when | comein, the mgjority of the students are African American,
alot of thefaculty are African American, or foreign, and tha meansthat the classes come
with athird world, or minority perspective.

REES: Different. Completely different. Yeah, |@n sure tha would besuch a. . .
HANSEN: Sucha ..wdl, it@such...it@such.. . it@atreat, butit® also asurprise,
because rather than having to talk to students aboutthat. . .

REES. Mmhmm. They aready knowit.

HANSEN: They come fromtha, and so you haveto.. .

REES: Oh...
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HANSEN: There are other lessonsyou haveto. . . you have to talk about You haveto
say, Qet@®. . . let metry to tell youtherationde for the majority perspective.O

REES:. [chudleg]

HANSEN: Haveyoutried.. . haveyou. .. sugpend disbdief for amoment, in orde to
undestand therationdeof. . .

REES: [chulg] Asiftheaeisone

HANSEN: Yeah, 0 it very difficult.

REES: Well, gosh, |Qe gotother questionsto ask, butoneof the . . onething. . . | don®
know, | would ask youwhat did youlearnin grad school? And, wha would you think
students could do? Or should do, if they were going to study anthropology. Tha@a
guestion | made up.

HANSEN: | wasthinking.. . it. .. | wasthinkingaboutthis, | mean, the .. thinking
abouttheinterview spumred meto think about this, wha got me interested in
anthropology, and wha seems to interest other people? 1t certainly notthetheories, it
ismore the ethnogaphies, butmore. . . morethan tha, it is persond experience with
people from other cultures.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Thepersond experience. And so, when | bringin eithe students, or people
fromtown, from other sodeties, into class, and confront the students with an oppatunity
to. . . to ask questions talk with somebodywho®@very different. . .

REES. They loveit.

HANSEN: Well, they loveit, andit is. . . tha® what interests them in anthropology.

REES: Yesh. Right
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HANSEN: And,it@thefact that outside of that classroomsituation, &) they wouldn®
assod ate with other people, because there is this flocking togeher, you know, this source
of homogendity of residents, of interest groups of your friendships tha they®e often
very like you, butyou also dor®have a. . . asafe space in which you could ask questions
withouteither beng rude obtrusve, whatever. Whereasin class, you bringin someone
you say, Qhis personis here, ask questions this person knows you@e suppo®d to ask
questionsOit® freedom

REES. Mmhmm. Andwhen you hear apesontdl ther story, if you have thisidea tha
they®@e bad, or they@e lazy, or they®e. . . whaever, illegd, and you hear them tell ther
story, it@ a tranforming experience to hear another hurmen tell ther story.

HANSEN: Themog visud experience | had was something like tha. | used to teach,
for anumber of years at Florida, a human sexudity class. It was by pure chance it ended
upin theanthropology department, but we ended up with thean-. . . with. . .

REES: Notaboringclass, |®n sure. Mmhmm.

HANSEN: And, | would bringin gays or lesbiansfor class.

REES: Yes

HANSEN: And so, we@ have this discussion group size, because it was a largelecture
class, like 3-500studentsin alecture, butthey would. . . once aweek, you@ have a
discussion section, of like 30 students, and | would say, Gokay, this week, or next week,
|®n going to bring in some gays and lesbiansfor you to talk to you aboutther
expeience, these are going to be students who are gays and lesbian, to talk aboutther
experiences, you can ask them questions And, thee@ bethis. . .

REES:. Gulp.
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HANSEN: Yeah, becausetherewas. . . | mean, it@jus Mary Douglass, you know,
aboutpurity and dangement, we knew. . . sexud dange, which is[7] important people.
But, in thebeginning of class, come in with these folks, and | would pick students, tha
makes it so much morereal thanif yougot . .

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: ... youknow, older. . . olde people aren@really people anymore, right,
they@e, oh, astudent, like me.

REES: No, it@true, with students work. Y eah.

HANSEN: Right, bringthemin, sit themin front, and | could see studentsin theclass. .
REES:. Physcaly moveback.

HANSEN: Armsclosed, and with ther. . . thissort of. . . al this hidden behavior,
leaning back. . .

REES: Edward T. Hall. ..

HANSEN: Yeah. Yeah.

REES: ...risesagan, youknow.

HANSEN: Andthen, astheclass would go on, they would lean forward, they would get
more open, because they would ask questions and they would discover tha these were
people.

REES: Yeah, they®e people.

HANSEN: Andthey would discove tha, in fact, al the purity and dange tha theeis
with sexudity. . . your sexud orientation is notthe mog important thing aboutyou, it@
oneof thethingsaboutyou, and alot of times you@e jus a student.

REES: Tha@ great.
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HANSEN: Or aboy, or girl, | mean you®e doing all sorts of other things and that@® just
something. But seeingthat. . . well, tha@ thething as anthropologists, to me, that
sexudity classwas. . . paticularly the busness with gays and lesbians was so much a
pat of anthropology, because it is opening people@® mindsto different redlities, different
perspectives, getting rid of some of your. . .

REES: Andjug hearingthéa redlly. . . they redly. . . tha@agreat idea

HANSEN: Yeah. | would sometimes also, in tha class, or others, | would get an
African friend, or aLatin American friend, because as you know, many timesin Latin
Americaor Africa, guyswould hold hands and you® walk alongholding hands

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Andso | would meet thisfriend of mine guy, outside of class, and we would
talk, and we@ be holding handsand walking to class, and holding hands you know, talk
for alittle bit, then have him leave, and then turn to class and say, Am | gay?0

REES: [chudl€g]

HANSEN: And,because | knew they were thinking, @ook at him! O

REES: h,he@gay!O

HANSEN: And,then of course, we could get into thefact that, you know, the same
behavior may mean different things different to different people, different cultures, but
to get them. . . to get students, youwant to get. . . youwant to have them confront thar
implicit judgment, and have them ask questionsaboutit.

REES: Tha®wondeful. Well, wha aboutsomething tha your students have taught
you? | findtha teaching. . .

HANSEN: Right Something? How much. So much.
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REES:. Anything,yeah. Anythingcome to your mind?

HANSEN: Onethingtha comesto mindvery clearly, not . . well, students, but it was
also jud colleagues, | taughtabout Africafor along time, because before | became a
faculty member, | was. . . 1@ donemy dissertation research, etc, and so | would always
give didesin classes of Africa, well of course my research has been rural, andit has been
with people. . . with refugees, it@ been with poorer people, it& looking at spirit
possession, looking at wha is. . . wha isdifferent aboutAfrica. | would have African
students, or African colleagues come in to give guest lectures, and they would always
preface ther presentation, like 5 or 10 dides of downtown Nairobi, thisis the central
bank in the capitol city, thisisthemain street with all the . . you know.

REES: ThaGtrue Yeah.

HANSEN: They would beshowing apartment. . . department stores, they would. . .
REES: Yeah. Orhisisusin all of our splendorand glory,0and you@e out there showing
acow paddy.

HANSEN: | thought. .

REES: Duh.

HANSEN: Hello, right. You@eright. So, now! dotha. Nowl. .. youknow, we used
to start off with theobligatory. . . you know, these are cities, these are states, these are
people livingin our. . . you know, they@e got cell phones and that kind of stuff.

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: Even thoughit® notheartland of what | have done butit@clear. . .

REES: Tha@ great.

HANSEN: ... alessonlearnad.
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REES: Tha®great. Yeah. Andit@true, we dor®know so much. Well, another thing
we mentioned here was your family, and having kids and how tha@® affected you, and
you know, like a lot of times we talk aboutpeople@ careers asif ther family wasn®part
of whothey are, butin yourcase, | dothinkitis.

HANSEN: Ohyeah. When.. . dthough tha was aso clearly oneof thedisconnects,
because | met my first wife in graduae school, we got married, and shewas all set to go
off to do her dissertation research, and became pregnant, with our son.

REES. Soyouadl had ababy while youwere in Zambia?

HANSEN: We. .. no,no,no. Shebecame pregnant while we were at Corndl, and so we
then went into, you know, went outto her committee, because shewas going to have to
dday for ayear goingto thefield because shewas pregnant. And her committees
responge was, you@e pregnant, tha@ a disaster.O

REES: Oh, wow.

HANSEN: And,youlookat themodd. . . Elizabeth Colson, and othe women who were
some of the progenitors of children, married, like, you know, Margaret Mead. The
typical thingis shegoes upto theriver with onehusband and comes down with another.
REES: Tha@right [chukie]

HANSEN: Youknow, Margaet. . .

REES. Aningirationto usall. [chudkl€]

HANSEN: Youknow, Elizabeth Colson never married, | mean, there was theidea tha
the anthropologist, tha oneperson, whether you®e a man or awoman, you alonegoto

thefield. Families are an obdacle, they®e a hindrance. So, athoughthere were
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anthropologists who went to thefield with ther families, themodd, when | was goingto
grad school, was. . .

REES: Wasnot Huh-uh. Anti-family, you@e right

HANSEN: Keep them hone.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Don®get married untl youQre donefieldwork.

REES: Tha@right

HANSEN: Good heavens dor® have any children.

REES: Tha® right, don®do anything so indiscreet asto actudly. . .

HANSEN: Right, but tha@ adisaster. Havingachild isadisaster. Well, it did mean,
of course, adday, but as soonas our sonwas 10 monthsold, because at tha time, you
couldn®get key vaccinaionsunt| they®e 10 monthsold, would get thevaccinaions
and then could travel. So we ended up gaing for two years to Zambia, so my son.. . his
first languaye was this African languaye and. . .

REES: And| bet youhaving ason didn®hurt you at al in yourfield work.

HANSEN: Oh, total hdp.

REES: | be youit made youlooklike norma human bengs

HANSEN: Total hdp, having afamily meant youwere normal.

REES. Normal, yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: And,interms of paticipant observation, oh, you paticipaed in so many
ways when you@e. . . gotafamily.

REES: Yeah.
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HANSEN: And, so, you know, you@e setting up, | mean you have a houshold, the
cooking, and a child to take care of, but| mean you learn so much tha you would
othewise notlearn, because you wouldn®think aboutit.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: And, of course, interms of notonly being accepted, but also for youto jud. .
. to see so many other dimensons because you have other responsbilities.

REES. Youhavealife yeah. Youhavean.. . effect of a. . .

HANSEN: Yeah,sol thinkitwas. .. it wascriticaly important. Asl said, when | went
there, thiswas a. . . thiswas a Situaion that was sendtive. Tha® an undestatement,
sendtive. | had beeninthe . . first of al, we went. . . we studied the[Luvdi], Vic
Turner had been my wife@® major advisor, and Vic Turner, of course, studied the
[Dembdugd, and when his. . . when his student was going to goto thefield, Vic said,
Gtudy the[Luvdi],O The[Lumdd] like the English, the[Luvdi] like thelrish, they®e
jugt very. . . alot of fun,youd like them, go studythe[Luvdi]. So, we decided to go
study[Luvdi]. WEell, it took awhile to figure outwhere to go. We had to pick aplacein
Zambiafor the[Luvdi]. Wefindly gotto this space, which is near the Angolan border,
by hgppendance, it jus turned outto bethe place that made sense, for other reasonsto
go. We(@l then been there abouttwo weeks, andit turned outthat the[Luvdi] and this
other groupthere were having.. . had been alongterm continuing conflict. Andso this
areawe were goingto, we jug hadn®undestoodit, was. . . hadn® had a chief, aresident
chief for alongtime because of this conflict. The[Luvdi] had been hachingthar plans
al aong,and we@d jus been there a couple of weeks, and they broughtin achief. . . a

chief to this. . . indalled her there. They have asense tha if thingsare. . . are upt,
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ingead of. . . they have both men and women chiefs. So you could have awoman
chieftainess come in, because shewould cool thewaters, whereas men are more
aggressive, women are codler. So, they brought in a chieftainessandingalled her. Well,
of course the[Lumdg then complained bitterly to the naiond govenment tha thisis
wrong, and they said, Gee, they@e bringingin gurs, it@ right onthe border,Oso we were
judt there a couple weeks, this chieftain isingalled, 1®n just studying all this stuff, what
do| knowis going on, and then onenight |n awakened at 2 in the morning with this sort
of noise, | wake up rightoutside our place with. . . rightin the middle of this village
where all these land rove's, theparamilitary had come in, and tha nightthey camein and
arrested all themajor [Luvdi] leaders, took them away to detention, because they said,
hereis this upset, Othey took the chieftainess, you know, sent her back where she came
from, so al of asudden hereisthis major paramilitary action. Well then when | start
walking outin thevillages, it@, Gvho are you?O | mean, the senstivity was enormous
and they thought agan, you®e notamissionay. . .

REES: Yeah. You®e notamissonay, yeah.

HANSEN: You@e notatrader, youde agovanment, therefore a govanment official
whois nottelling ushe@® agovenment official, i.e. a spy, andtheonly way | was able to
continuedoing fieldwork is because we had donethingsthetraditiond way. We®e
outside academics comingin. We had an affiliation with the University of Zambia,
therefore we had governmental pemission, so we could have goneanywhere in Zambia
because we had governmental permission, butwe hadn®donetha. Before goingto tha
place with the University, with the government, you know, approvd, university

affiliation, we had first goneto thesenior chief of the[Luvdi], and we had stayed there
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for a couple of weeks with that senior chief to talk aboutwha we wanted to do, to go
throughtheindigenouspolitical structure, and with the chief @ permission, etc. we were
[7] mog appropriate place, then we had the chief send his emissary to take usto that
place to introduce usto theleaders there, and so when the stuff hit thefan several weeks
later, and they said, Qvho are you?) | could say, Gs your chief aspy?0 ONo, of course
notO id | come by myself20 ONo, the chief sent you.O Oh, okay. Becauss, I. . . so,
because | had. . .

REES: Cool. Tha®exactly. ..

HANSEN: ... thesuppot. . . because | had comein with thechief@&. . . the chief had
sent his chief of staff there to introdue me to theheadman. So, everything was right.
So, having donetha, which, noone . .

REES: You didn®know how impoartant tha was going to be

HANSEN: No. Youknow, noonetaughtus methods right?

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: But it jus made sense tha we would go throughan indigenouspower
structure, aswell asanaiond power structure, and asit turned out, it was critically
important.

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: Othewise, we would have been gone

REES: Yeah. Or worse,

HANSEN: At thebest, wewould have been gone

REES: Yeah. Or worse,

HANSEN: It did mean | stoppel talking aboutpdlitics, and | jug did gende'.
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REES: Wall yes, tha@ begood.

HANSEN: | jug did genealogies.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Youknow, pat of thebasic soda anthropology, we did genedlogiesto. . . |
started doing a map, you know, to do a censusof thewhole area, and no one it not
dangeaousat dl, when. . .

REES: [7] genedlogies are usudly lessdangeous They could bedangeaous you know,
if there@ hanky panky, and other kindsof things but. . .

HANSEN: But even in this case, where some of these people are refugees, | wasn®
asking aboutthe migration history, | was jug, youknow.

REES:. Right, thename of your. . .

HANSEN: QWVho was thewoman who gave birth to you? And did tha woman have any
sisters? Who was thewoman who gave birth to her, and how many children did that
woman have?0 | mean, all tha kind of stuff.

REES: Tha@® nice. Mog people like telling their family histories.

HANSEN: Right

REES: Now, we doit onacomputer though,and tha is something else tha@ changed,
because now, you know. . .

HANSEN: Oh yeah, absolutely.

REES: Wéll, dokidsof anthropdogists hate beng. . . hae anthropology?

HANSEN: Well, my son@got an MBA. Hesaid.. .

REES: [?] morethan youare.



HANSEN: He said, Grou academics, you work to hard, and you don®get enough
money.O

REES: Well thaBtrue

HANSEN: So, yeah, hegotan MBA, heworks with Microsoft.

REES: Yeah, okay. 1@n tryingto think if | knowany anthropologists whose kids . .
HANSEN: Theeare.

REES: [Clovey Lomnitz&] mother@ an anthropologist.

HANSEN: There are some of these. . .

REES:. Not very many.

HANSEN: . .. severa generationfamilies of anthropologists, but . .

REES: theWhitefords

HANSEN: Yeah. Yeah. But. ..

REES:. Not very many.

HANSEN: Not many.

REES:. No, notmany. Because they take ther kidsoutto these godforsaken places,
tha@ what | was thinking, and the kid says, Ghever agan.O

HANSEN: Butit@also, | think, because we livein a sodety in which there@® so many
optionsfor university educated people. . .

REES:. Youcan gosomewhere. . . go anywhere you want.

HANSEN: Yeah.

REES:. Okay, nowtalk aboutScott Robinson.

HANSEN: Oh yeah.

REES: [chudkl€] [7] godown in history.

57
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HANSEN: | met Scott in New Orleans

REES: Yeah. In New Orleans?

HANSEN: | wasat Corndl in graduae school, had come back from thefield, yeah, itw
asayear, |@ come back from Zambia, @8 to 00, come back. . . from @8to J01 was at
Comndl. G0to G2wasin Zambia. Came back for the @2-G3 academic year. Inthe
Fall of 02, went down to New Orleans to the AAA mesting.

REES: Oh, okay.

HANSEN: And,at theAAA meeting, met Scott, who had finished his research in
Ecuador, and was coming upwith the AAA, andwas talking about . . as. . . he@ a
Corndl grad, as | was.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: He needed to come back to Corndl to finish writing up his dissertation, and |
said, hey, weQre gat this farmhouse, come stay with usO So, when Scott came up that
school year, that G2-G3 school year, Scott came up and stayed with us  And, so we had
an extra bedroom and hejus stayed with us tha® how we met Scott. And, that® also
howwe ended up driving down in themodd A Fordsdown to Mexico for his wedding.
REES:. Oh,istha right? Okay. And so then hewent to Mexico after tha year, he went
back to Mexico.

HANSEN: Right Right

REES: | can®@remember, because | met him in [Guam], in Metropolitana, which is
where hetill is.

HANSEN: Yeah.

REES: When | went thee. But hemus have been there. . .
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HANSEN: Let@ see, @3 thesummer of O3, ..

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Iswhenwe then went down. . . hehad al these modd A, he collected these
1920,1930cars and drovedown from Ithaca, New Y ork down to Mexico City. Actudly,
theonly car tha madeit all theway wastheonel drove Theothers, for variousreasons
got parked in variousplaces, bananagroves, garages.

REES:. Oh my God.

HANSEN: But, we ended up with my wife, myself, and our baby. . . oh, so thiswasthe
summer of GO.

REES: No.

HANSEN: No? S-... no, thesummer of G0. The summer of Q0.

REES:. Yourfirst year, before you went to Zambia.

HANSEN: Thesummer of G0, because our sonwas like 7 monthsold.

REES. Okay. Okay.

HANSEN: It was before we went to Zambia, yeah.

REES:. Okay.

HANSEN: 0, before we went to Zambia.

REES:. Okay.

HANSEN: And,he ..yeah, Scott wasatreat. Buthewasin.. . hewasstayingin
Mexico, hegot married that summer. . .

REES: Andthenhe ..

HANSEN: He stayed there.
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REES. ... stayed there, and started. . . hehad been involved in getting. . . putting
togaher al this heavy equipment for thevideotaping and stuff there.

HANSEN: Right, he@. . .

REES: Scott, with us, would every. . . every nowand then, every some evening, he@
come back, jug clump, clump, clump and Scott would come in with a new piece of heavy
equipment.

HANSEN: Hehad so mu-.. . it waslike hebrought it, | mean, like the Kaypro

computers, everything. He. . .

[End of tape 1, side 2]

[Beginning of tape 2, side 1]

REES. Hansen onMay 22,2003,andthisisside3 of our tape Okay, year, s0. . .
HANSEN: &4-®8 Peace Corps.

REES: ®4-®8.

HANSEN: @8-J0wasin. . . at Cornél, gat married, had ababy, doing fieldwork. It
mug have been, then, B9, tha. . . mugt have met Scott in @9, the Fall of @9 at the New
Orleans . .

REES: Mmhmm. Mmhmm.

HANSEN: ... AAA meeting, so, hecame back for the @9-G0 school year. We went
down the summer of G0to Mexico City.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: For hismarriage Then we left @0-G2 in Zambia
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REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: For fieldwork. Came back in G2-33back at Comdll, and then werein
Florida

REES. Andthenyouwentto Florida

HANSEN: Yeah.

REES: Okay, andthen that®when you gat. . . you gotajob at Floridain G4 then, or
g3?

HANSEN: @3...my wifehad ajobfrom@3onat Florida | wasthere, origindly, not
with ajob, butl. . . | went down, to actudly get ajob at Miami, at the University of
Miami, in the department of obgetrics and gynecology.

REES: Oh.

HANSEN: Because it wastha department tha they were running grants outof. | went
down for a study of Hispanics, as pat of amulticultural study with druguse, alot of [7]
drug abuse, money was theeinitialy, so [7] where they were doing drug abuse, and |
was down there for ayear. Thewholeideawas, when | wasin Florida since my wife
had ajob,and | wasthere, it was jus hard to [7] these [forces] [inaudible] areal job.
REES: Yeah. Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Butwhen| tookarea jobat Miami. . .

REES. Usudly women tha get stuck inthat. . .

HANSEN: Yeah, butdifferentwhen. .. when| took areal job at Miami, then to get me
to come back to Florida, they had to offer me ared job. So | came back in 05 and
started full-time at Florida

REES: Andthenyou started. . . came herein what, ®9? Or 3872
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HANSEN: ®8.

REES: ®8,

HANSEN: And,whilel wastha year in Miami, then when | was actudly. . . who were
themain Hispanics, Cubans | was. . . studied Cuban refugessin theU.S. aswell. Sort of
picked up ontherefugee. . .

REES: Well wha should we doin thefuture?

HANSEN: Well, there@ still the dichotomy between university faculty, very few of
whomactudly know anything aboutworking outside of theacademy, and our students,
who overwhdmingly are going to be getting jobsoutside of theacademy. | mean, if you
goto like, let@ say the busness school, you often get people with experience in busness
coming back teaching in the busness school.

REES. Right Right

HANSEN: In anthropology. . .

REES: No.

HANSEN: No.

REES: Youdor®dotha. Youdon®havethespaceforthe .. redly. . .

HANSEN: Andther. . . but, ourgradudes, andto agreat extent our undegradudaes, |
mean, many people get undegraduae degrees and they don®go onfor graduae degrees,
they go outand work. But, somebodywith a BA in Anthropology, dothey really know,
or appreciate, how they could utilize tha? Or sell themselves? Market those skillsin the
market place?

REES: | think sometimesthey doif they already have ajob, likein asodal service

agency, then they puta[?], and some of my students here, and at Agnes Scott, have been
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able to parlay either some research theyQe donehereto. . . into working at a sodal
service agency like Latin American Assodation, for example.

HANSEN: Right

REES: Youknow.

HANSEN: | mean, theclearest thingisto base it and say, Qve do multicultural work.O
REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: And,intheworld outsidethe academy, multicultural is animporntant issue
REES: ltis, it@everyday. . .

HANSEN: But, tha@® notsaying anything aboutanthropology, tha@ jus saying, you
know, you can survive in amulticultural environment.

REES: Yeah, youundestandthechdlenges of it. Y ouknow, | think even your school
expeience, not even in anthropology, butl dothink al that isreally important.
HANSEN: Yeah. Buteven more so for our graduate students, agan, they®e nomally
leading the faculty in terms of what do they need to do in order to get ajob.

REES: Yes

HANSEN: And,| used to say, when | was. . . when | was advisor for the graduae
program at Florida | was telling students who were. . . who had had some experience,
because you@ often get ex-Peace Corps volunteers, or people who have had some kind of
internationd experience, and often were then working for an NGO, or whatever, and they
were. . . they wanted. . . they wanted to learn more, they wanted to knowmore. That
reason to go on to graduae school, that curiosty. | said, Qlon®cut off. . .Obecause [7]
wha hgppens you cut tha off, go to school, stay in school for afew years, and when you

leave, it@ like you®e newly bom. | said, Qvhy don®youtalk to the agency you®@e now
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working with and say, @ want to goto graduae school, are there questionsyou would
like answersto? Let me beyour. . . I@ have you as my client, you have some questions
|®n going to go learn aboutanthropdogy, but |®n going to keep those questionsin my
mind, and seeif | can, in fact, find out some answers for youGD

REES: You could even make tha sort of like pat of ther anthropology program.
HANSEN: Yeah. So, | mean, when students were working with me, | would encourage
them to [?] when they came in, and they®e taking classes, | would say, Qlo apaper on
this, keep working on these things action oriented, client oriented research.O

REES. Andyoucan get ajobwith tha, youknow. Or keep your job.

HANSEN: Y ou can often maybework for them in the summer in conaulting, you can
certainly get ajob later on, butyou also are notgoing to have tha split, that | had had, of
cominginto aplace where. . . forget anything you knew, we®e gaing to teach you
academic anthropology, and then after you graduae, you can forget everything you
learned here, because then you®e gotto get ajob.

REES. Yeah. So whee are your students going now? That get out of your program?
HANSEN: At Floridaor here?

REES: Here.

HANSEN: Becaus hereisamultidisciplinary. . .

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: 1@n theonly anthropologist around And IGn not, per se, teaching
anthropology.

REES: Yes

HANSEN: Q...
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REES:. Heavily imbued.
HANSEN: Oh, sure, | mean the . . they appreciate the anthropological perspectives
when they get out, butthey®e mainly. . . were[7], you know, care, or after-care, or

couple going to, like state department, interested in the U.N., the public health programs.

REES. Theseare U.S. Citizensmainly? Or both?

HANSEN: About1/3 of the students are foreign.

REES: Uh-huh T ha® great too.

HANSEN: Yeah, givesyou tha third world, as well as minority perspective.

REES: Yes.

HANSEN: Butalso, at aplace like Atlanta, orintheU.S., aswejud talk about
anthropology graduaes, wherever you®e got multicultural communities. So all of your. .
. al of your welfare agendes, your public hedlth programs, they all need people who are
sengtive to other people.

REES. Right Right

HANSEN: It hdpsif they spesk the other languaye. . .

REES: Right, buteven if youdon® jusg your attitude

HANSEN: Jud yourattitude Asoppogd to comingin, you know, and you treat them
like, Of you dor® spesk English, you didn®come from here, go away,Ono.

REES: Evenin, for example, the Latino community there® class and ethnic and skin
colorations

HANSEN: Yeah, right



66

REES: | mean, within Africa, andany. . . within any naionin Africa, or probably even
any region, yeah.

HANSEN: Oh yeah.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: | mean, there® no unified Somali community, there@® no unified Ethiopian
community.

REES: Right, just because you®e Somali doesn®@mean. . .

HANSEN: Right Andheaven forbid a pan African, you®e gotto bekidding.

REES: Yes

HANSEN: 1t&like, your Cubans and your Columbians, and Mexicans weQe. . .
REES: Wele dll fighting each other. And even Mexicans . .

HANSEN: Youwould[7], ohyeah, yeah.

REES: Youknow. Okay, well, |Ge gotmorethings .. | guess. . . I@ ask you to add
anything else, butmy last questiontha | had in mind iswha is therelationship between
anthropology, practicing anthropology, or applied anthropology [in the state]? Which
meanstha alot of timeswe are hired by govenment organizations butontheother
hand, a lot of times we®e in this advocate postion of we®e[7], or victims, or whaever,
wha doyouthink abouttha? Wha doyou. . .

HANSEN: Hereisa. .. haeisamagor issue We can go back to the Vietham War,
clearly, onthis.

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: Because, theViethnam War clearly was a defining time, in terms of anti-

goveanment feeling amongacademics.
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REES. Mmhmm. Very much. Very much.

HANSEN: Very much so. Butthen, of course, there are the Reagan years, and there
wasa. . .theBush years. Youknow, | have asignoutin frontof my house, Qvar is not
theanswer.O

REES: Yeah, metoo.

HANSEN: | mean, there@ very. . . there are very clear differences between conservative
govanments and liberal. . . congstent theme would beliberals amongacademic. And, of
course the CIA has awell-deserved reputation, for alongtime, of beng an ingrument of
avery congrvative cold war government, or a series of governments with assassinaions
and overthrowingsof, you know, any liberal progressive government. So, theewas a
very strongsense of oppostion beween anthropologists and the govenment.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Alongwith tha was the other oppostion between anthropologists and
development programs.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Because, development programs were, you know, whose development? It
was. . . youle amog always externdly planned, externdly conaeived, even if they®e by
plannasin tha hog county, thos plannes are nat representative of the . . of the . .
REES:. Right, they have class, and ethnic, and all kindsof. . .

HANSEN: Yeah.

REES: Yeah.
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HANSEN: So, | mean those were two oppostions Well, and now, more recently, since
9/11, there has been much more of awillingness on the part of liberals, aswell as others,
to accept that our govenment has arightand aresponsbility to collect intelligence.
REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: Now, tha doesn®mean there were [7] tha.

REES. Right Right

HANSEN: It doesn®mean we want to go back to Joe McCarthy, or go back to
Assassinationsand overthrows, but it does mean that thereis. . . we should bewilling to
recognize fundionsof a state and thefact tha thestate has a. . . has aresponsbility, in
terms of policies, well-informed policies.

REES: You@eright Right

HANSEN: [7] intelligence, how do you have well-informed policies? Tha meansbased
onintelligence. And,obvioudy, having terrorist attacks, threatsin which theU.S. isnow
very terrorist oriented.

REES: Wele very navous aren®we? Yes. Yes.

HANSEN: Very nevous Thereis much more of an undestanding of the need for the
govenment to have goodintelligence. So, [inaudible], it@ a pendulum, welde too much
ontheother side, so wede willing to accept torture as an [7] of ther state policy.

REES: Yes

HANSEN: We®e willingto accept alot of. . . well, the patriot act, aloss of alot of hard-
earned civil liberties.

REES:. Very...yeah.
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HANSEN: Because of fedingthat it@, you know, we need you for naiond security.
Going back to. . . like the Joe McCarthy, like the concentration camps . .

REES. Right Right Very much. Very much.

HANSEN: ... intermsof, youknow, for the Japanese, very. . . very much like tha. |
have areal concern aboutit. But, thebaby, in thisbathwater, is, | think, arecognition
tha intelligence is something tha our govenment, aswell as all govenments has aright
to collect, and it@ in the people® best interest that that be correct intelligence.

REES: | dothinktha intheU.S. Government, intelligence has been so bad. Y ou know,
likelook at the[?] crisis, you know.

HANSEN: Yeah, and clearly wha@ happened in the U.S. has been we have been s0 1.T.
focused, weQe been 0. . .

REES. Uh-huh putting[7]. . .

HANSEN: Yeah, o high-tech, we. . . high-tech, low salary, you know, we@re moved
away with a high cogt of labor, we@ve [7] away from laborintensve to capital intendve
everything, induding intelligence gathering, so, you know, we listen in onthe chatter of
al radiosand cell phones aroundtheworld, butwe don®pay spies onthe ground. Webe
now realizing, agan, theneed for human involvement.

REES: Thee@ so much that weQre missed the baat on.

HANSEN: Yeah.

REES: | heard tha, youknow, the Army. . . or department of [7] said [7] the other day,
Qeven withouttorture, it@ amazing wha people will tell you, if youjugd. . .Owhaever.

Y ou were talking aboutthese guyson thedeck of [?]. 1@n going, even withou torture?

So, howwould you knowtha? You know, if youhadn®already tried to torture. . .
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HANSEN: Weéll, and sensory deprivation, infact, [7]. . .

REES: Certainly [7].

HANSEN: Putting somebodyin ahoodfor alongperiod of time, and there was
something in the paper, it wasin thelast week, about musc, abouthow you could ge
people to, youknow, by. . . by playing, you know, heavy metal musc, you could. . .
REES: [chudkl€] Y ou can play rock musc and they@ confess. [chudkl€]

HANSEN: Yeah, butwhat they didn®say, is how loudyou@e playing that musc.
REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: | mean,youcan...itistorture. Youcan...if youwereplaying musc very
loudly, wha you®@eredly. . . it@ torture, and we@e ignoting tha.

REES: Yeah, and |n sure there® been afew other sipsof thehand.

HANSEN: Oh yeah. Oh yeah.

REES: Youknow.

HANSEN: How many gunshave been pointed at people, you know, Qell me what |
want, or. . .O

REES:. Yeah. | mean, tha hgopensin police stations Yeah. | dothink.. . | think tha
wele at acritical time in theworld, though And,in away theworld has changed, but
there@® also |ots of bad thingsthat are happening.

HANSEN: Butthee® been. . . but there@ been avery dramatic shift intheU.S. in terms
of, youknow, ourwillingness to use naked force. . .

REES: And putup with thingstha we wouldn®have.

HANSEN: Yeah. Butanyway, | mean, | think, at thesametime, | think tha there@ are

atremendousnumber of oppatunities for people with anthropological awareness.
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REES: | would think that they should belooking more at anthropologists. And, in other
counties, in Mexico, anthropologists are al over thefront page of the pgper, you know?
Here, you@ wha? Youknow. | mean, anthropologyis part of acertain naiond
discourse in this county.

HANSEN: But, at thesame time, within thediscipling, | must admit, there® so much [7]
launding tha goes on.

REES: Mmhmm. Mmhmm.

HANSEN: | mean, | accept theneed for reflective, interpretive, introgective. . . but this
is part of thisongoing debae about collecting information versuswho are we, and what
are thebiases tha we bringto this. Thisisan ongoing back and forth, butthereis. . . and
it goes alongwith this academic orientation. | think there are too many anthropologists
for whom, the mog interesting people to study are anthropologists.

REES:. Orthemselves, yeah. Yeah. | agree. | agree.

HANSEN: Andso, you...youknow, you beter do yourthesis on my introgective
whaever.

REES. Expeience. ..

HANSEN: What aboutchild soldiers? Wha about wars? What aboutthese sodeties
tha are undegoing. . . what aboutlrag? Andthelragis? What they®e going through?
REES:. Anthropologists should really be doing more. Thereis something aboutit that
jug came outin the newdetter tha was more abou war, butl would have wished that
there would have been more. Y eah, | think theintrogpection thingis okay, butl aso
wonde, wha@ thelarger soda framework for tha? And,[7] patly that it® hard to get

money to go overseas, Americanscan®go jus anywhere, you know, because our white
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privileges sort of then curtail, but there@® also maybe a sort of a climate of couch
potatoing, andlooking inward, and tha may bethesodal context of tha interpretive
trend.

HANSEN: Wéll, andif you look back, so much of this came out of literary criticism,
and literary critics don®do field work, so thereisaredl. . .

REES: They don®[7] either. [chudie]

HANSEN: ... retrenchment. There@ared retrenchment fromfield work.

REES: Yeah. But| thoughttha it was harder to get funds so then people started
studying thingsthey could study here, and so then you start devel oping theories or
perspectives tha sort of permit tha, | guess. Or. ..

HANSEN: Yeah, butthesame thingis, how many anthropologists are really workingon
guestionsof poveaty intheU.S.? Undeclass? Okay, we had that.

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: Now, dowejud leave tha? Sodologists, in many ways, and
anthropologists, of course, there are alot of similarities. We have talked about
differencesin the past, butif you@e going to have anthropologists here, tha doesn®mean
you necessarily have to only study minorities, that doesn®mean that you necessarily
can®study sodetal problems.

REES:. Yeah. Yeah. But howmany do study powerty? | mean, alot of sodologists do
well. . .

HANSEN: Right, butsee thethingfor anthropologists, we have been so much defined
by who we study, others, and usng participant observation.

REES: Mmhmm. Mmhmm.
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HANSEN: | think thethird issuethough,is this congiousess of other redlities.
REES. Right

HANSEN: And] think participant observation, althoughvery important, is very high
cod.

REES: Very highcodg.

HANSEN: Very highcog. Andby doingtha, there are lots of thingswe don®do.
REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: And,aslongasyouddineyousef only by doing participant observation,
there are certain thingsyou®e notgoing to do.

REES: Like doanythingtha@regiond. | mean, if youde doing participant
observation, you@e in onetown, period, so it can be. . .

HANSEN: And,agan, | remember studying. . . when | was. . . 1@ doneLatin
Americansfor four years before goinginto. . . into anthropology, then | did two yearsin
Africa, then | come back, since then, |Qe primarily doneresearch in Africa, but! got
interested in displaced people, but! would have anthropologists tell me | couldn® talk
aboutpeopleif | didn®spesk their languaye, if | hadn®doneparticipant obgervation
there with tha group  So, to study atopic, like displacement, no,no,no, no. Your. .. the
anthropological orientation towardsregion.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Toward, you know, beéng embedded in aculture. | think tha@ avery
valuable, but 1@ unwillingto say tha | can only work in areas where | speak the
language and | Qre spent two or more years doing fieldwork.

REES. Right Right
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HANSEN: 1Qe goneto lots of placeswhere | have to use interpreters. Working with
oneareain Eritreawhere | had to use two interpreters, because they spokesix languayes,
noneof which | spoke and nointerpreter spokeall six. So | had two interpreters. Well,

what. . . I®n notgoingto. . . I notgaing to refuse to work here because | haven®done

REES:. No. No. No. Absolutely not

HANSEN: And, Qe discovered tha you can doalot of good,insghtful work, which
can really contributeto other people® undestanding throughinterpreters.

REES: But ! dothink it® goodto start outyour education with some kind of experience.
HANSEN: Ohyeah. Yeah.

REES. Andlanguaje

HANSEN: Otherwise, if | hadn® had tha development experience, | wouldn®have
learned. . . | wouldn®have known how much | was gaining as an anthropologist.
REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: And,yeah, theideatha once you see yourself someplace else, then you
come back as a stranger, which is good

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Youcomehome asastrange.

REES: Youdo.

HANSEN: Whichisgood

REES: Tha( good. Yeah.

HANSEN: Tha( very important to dotha.
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REES: | likethat. Youknow, when | look back abouthow much I didn®knowwhen |
went outthere, | can®even say tha | knowit now. 1. . . when you@etalking about
bringing it back horre, | didn®get [7] goes onin my own life. So, I® meet somebody
and | say, you know, s wha happening here because she@® German and 1@n
American? Or, she@ jug obnoxbusO Or whatever, you know.

HANSEN: Right Butit doesmean. . .

REES: 1@n askingthequestion. Oh yeah.

HANSEN: Right Theflip sideasoistha. .. [chuckle] I®n notreally necessarily at
home anywhere.

REES:. Or everywhere, yeah.

HANSEN: Yeah, butyou®e. . .| mean,l...my indi-. .. | have someindinds, but my
inginasarerealy [, | mean, youwear cogumes, it seemed to beappropriate wherever
they are, but it@ notlike it@ your home cogume. They®e all cosumes.

REES: Mmhmm.

HANSEN: They®e al cusoms tha hagppen to beappropriate here, some of them | feel
more comfortable with. . . | feel more comfortable with awhole mAangeof cusoms, you
know, it@ not like you feel comfortable with. . . it@ not like there@® a set you feel
comfortable with in oppostionto theothers.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Yourset of thingsyou fed comfortable with now, indudes elementsfrom. . .
it@like aglobd set.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: [t@rea had for meto shake hands | shake handstwo handed.
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REES: How come?

HANSEN: Commonly Africans ..

REES: You@e holdingyour hand. . . oh, they do tha?

HANSEN: Yesh,itG. .. orit&two handed.

REES: Liketha, oh.

HANSEN: | mean, oneof thethings . . oneof thethingsl learned in thefirst fieldwork
isyou relate to people, youdon® . . you don®separate yourself. So, likeintheU.S,, like
if 1(n leaving and you said, you know, (h, | need a pen, Ol @ say, kay, here,Oand |
could throw it to you. If | weredoingthat. . . | coud see Africansgoing [gasp]. . .
because you would. . .

REES: [inaudible]

HANSEN: But. .. and,soit@ahandsake, itis. .. youknow, it@not . .

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: ItG. . . if youthrow your hand out, you separate, you know, it@ out there,

Y ou meet people, butat adistance.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Wheeasyouare. .

REES: Foldingyourhandsuntil they®e. . .

HANSEN: ... you@etogeher. | mean, it®. . .

REES: Tha@ nest.

HANSEN: To me, it@jus nomal to sheke handstwo handelly, and | would go. . .
other people in African sodeties, and they would be whatever, and | would say jus ook,

when we®e going to thehotel, and the clerk gives usthekey, seeif you natice anything
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different abouthow she or he handsyouthekey. Or, they@ westernize, so they@ just
moveit back.

REES: But so then they mug think that we®e harribly. . .

HANSEN: Western.

REES:. Yeah. | mean, in Mexico if youwak outof aroomwithoutsaying goodbyeif
you smoke a cigarette withoutoffering it to anyore, and even when you greet someone
with akisstheway | greeted you, | mean we always do tha, we®e jus very Latinoin
tha sense, butif you@e doingit to somebodywhois from Europe 1&e amog goten my
head knodked off, because then they®e switching aroundto kiss you on the other cheek.
HANSEN: Right Right Right Right

REES: Well tha®@nice. | don®know, | have thisideathat | can live anywhere. | mean,
|Qelived in so many weird places, but | always try to say, Quell thisis where 1@n living
now, so thisis gaing to bemy home.O

HANSEN: Right Right But, in that sense, you don®have any home.

REES: No.

HANSEN: Youmake ahome.

REES: | can make ahome.

HANSEN: Yeah, wherever. Right

REES: 1@ amobile unit, yeah.

HANSEN: Yeah. |@ been in Boliviaprobably about7.. . 4 or 5 months 1@ been
working with this agency, andwhen. . . 1@ goneaway for aweek withoutamartial law, |
was outof. . . when | came back, they had stoppel doing something tha they had agreed

with me that they would do. When | went back that first day, it turned out tha, you
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know, they had. . . clearly they had stopped it. Well, | was unhgpy with tha, butl was
quiet. When | |eft that day, | just Ieft. | didn@go aroundtheroom and sheke
everybody®hand. When | came back the next day, they were al, Gh, Arturo, wede so
sorry. Oh, we®e so sorry that weQre offended you.O | mean. . .

REES. Oh my God, and youwere jug acting like a[inaudible]. . .

HANSEN: Wéll, no, | was angry, whichiswhy . . .

REES:. Oh,youredly did it ddiberately.

HANSEN: Because previoudy. . . yeah, previoudy | had always shaken hands with
everybodywhen | came in, shake handswith everybody.. . tha day | wasjug angry and
| jug left. And,they picked up ontha.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: Ohyeah. Sothenext day, | mean...and| remembe in...wehada. .. an
applied anthropology meetingsin Y ucatan, nottherecent ong the onebefore tha.
REES:. No,thefirst one Yeah,| went. .. | wastheewith[7]. ..

HANSEN: And, tha Sunday, | think it broke up on either Saturday or Sunday, | forget
which, but| gotthe pagper, Y ucatacan paper fromtha day, and | wasreadingit, and here
was a story by someonefrom there aboutour conference, and it said, Qhe anthropologists
had this big conference here, and the conference broke up today, and they left without
saying goodbyeO

REES: [gasp]

HANSEN: And| though, of course, we don®have a[plasura].

REES: No,wedon®
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HANSEN: Wejud.. . itjud leaves, people sort of go off, somebodyleaves on Friday
and Saturday, and Sunday, we jug. . . andit@ awhimper, it just endsin awhimper, and
Qhey left withoutsaying goodbyeO

REES: Thaisso...tha issocool. | never. .. don®@remember tha. | mean, | was
there. | wastakingto oneof my. . . | think that was probably my first applied meeting,
[?] there for some reason.

HANSEN: Mmhmm.

REES: | was very impressed. Althoughsome people didn®impress me, because they
were applied anthropologists and they were complaining aboutthe hatel, and | thought
Qyou@e an anthropdogist, you can deal with hotels,Ol mean. . .

HANSEN: There was a conference in Mexico City alongtime ago, thisistr-. . . | think
itGAAA.

REES: AAA? Or LASA? LASA wes. . .

HANSEN: No,itwas...itwaseither AAA or...itwaseither. . .| thinkit was AAA.

Thiswas [7] few years ago, probably. And, of course, all theshoeshineboadsare onthe

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: ... empty hotel. Andit wasjug some anthropologist talking about, you
know, Q@lon®pay them that much [7].0

REES: | know.

HANSEN: And1@n going, Qvha are you saying? Here was this kid, who was trying to
earn money, you. . . you know, Gam | going to give him adime or a nickel 20 Hello!

Give him a quater, give him fifty cents, what difference does it make to you?
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REES. Wha difference does it make to you? | know.

HANSEN: But, youknow, it@jud. . .

REES: Yeah. Yeah. We®e having problems. Okay, now, | have these condusons
HANSEN: Okay.

REES:. Yousaid, and | [7] this, participant obervation, you said anti-ethnoentrism, at
thevery beginning, | realy liked tha phrase, and the other thingyou said fromthevery
beginningwas. . . andyou said it agan jus now, observing the other, butaso bringing it
back home, in terms of your own self-awareness, | guess. Theway you said it, butalso
applying it to your own self. | think that that@ areally nice way of pulling together what
you@e said, |@n just wondeing, do you have more to add aboutapplied or practical
anthropology? Where wel®e going, wha we should do next? Wha@ the best part of it?
Theworst part if it? Wha doyou wantto do?

HANSEN: Well, | would think for anthropdogists, and thediscipling, it@ clearly. . . it3
clear that wee panting ourselvesinto acomner by. . . by emphasizing the[?] in busness.
Because, we end up critiquing ourselves, and critiquing our ethnogaphies, critiquing our
undestanding of other people, which, other people, other disciplines, it meanstha we
don®suppot ourselves, wede our own worst critics, well then nobodyis ourown. . . is
our suppoter. Buttheother issueisto the extent to which anthropologists need to create
these multidisciplinary teams, Qe worked with multidisciplinary teams now, mogt of the
time | Gre been an anthropdogist.

REES: |loveit. | loveit. Yeah.

HANSEN: And, it@ these other disciplines who often appreciate wha we haveto offer,

butthey only appreciate it when we®e in work situations Othewise. . . well, otherwise
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they may have an appreciation, butit@ atotally unfoundel appreciation, they think you
can undestand wha@ going onin anybodyelse® head, you know, butif you form teams
with peoplein other. . . other disciplines to work on something, so you®e working with
them in something, you can, in fact, make a contribution tha they then appreciate.
REES: Yes. Yes

HANSEN: Well, why dor. . . we need to give our students that experience while
they@e students. When they graduae, they®e often going to be working with teams.
REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: | mean, that® an approach outthere. If theyQe only been doingloneranger
kindsof anthropology things we®e nat training them for. . .

REES: Andteamwork is hard, it@ hard to accomplish. And multidisciplinary teamwork
ishard.

HANSEN: Much harder.

REES: Butit@fun,it@exciting. Yeah.

HANSEN: Yeah. Butit would mean, for ingance, | mean how. . . oneof theways Qe
had themog successwith it isif youteach classes that are topical classesin which you
get in students from other disciplines.

REES: Yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: So you teach something onfoodsecurity, and you get peoplein across the
boad.

REES:. Tha would begreat.

HANSEN: [f youteach something onrefugees and get people in from across theboad,

then your students work with other students, you can set them up tasks to work togeher.
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But if you®e going to teach an anthropology class, well, how are they going to get into
contact with other students?

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: | mean, you can makeit relevant, butstudents in other disciplines aren®
goingto see therelevance.

REES: | would say at asmall school, like this, tha they all mix and match classes, but
notat University of Cindnnai, | bet. Thinking abouttha.

HANSEN: So, like an applied anthropology. . .

REES: [7] is...

HANSEN: But, don®call it applied anthropdogy, because if you call it applied
anthropology, you®e only dealing with anthropology students.

REES: Tha@right

HANSEN: But suppo® you had something on urban poverty, or Hispanic, or Latin. . .
you know, Latinsin Cinanndi.

REES: Mmhmm. Tha®what |®n going to do, actudly, [inaudiblg]. . .

HANSEN: Weéll, see projects aboutinternaiondly. . . youknow, Cindnndi isan
internaiond city, so multicultural Cincinnai. Whether it@ public hedlth in multicultural
Cincinnai, whether it@ housngin multicultural Cindnnai.

REES: Wéll, thisoneguyisan anthropdogist and hedoes Latinos hedid abig
dissertation on Latinos so he@ goingto bethe[?7], and I&n going to start doing
[inaudible], | guess.

HANSEN: Right

REES: Great.
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HANSEN: Butif youfocuscourses. . . if you set courses tha are these topical courses,
you@ get people in from urban affairs, from sodology, from wherever, youd get
students who come in who are L atin, who want to have something aboutit, people who
areinterested in Latin America, andfirst. . .

REES: [inaudible]

HANSEN: Andthey@ learn wha you had to offer them tha they®e not getting from
thar own faculty because of your perspective, andthe anthropology students will have a
chance to work with other students. It seems like, hdlo, why don®we do tha? And, pat
of itis, youknow, to do heartland anthropology stuff, or you do kinship and social
organization, and [inaudible]. 1t@ useful to many other people, butit@®. . .

REES: | don®do straightkinship, but | make them do kinship chartsof. . . like they
have to go interview an immigrant and then do a kinghip chart.

HANSEN: Oh, | think knowing aboutkinghip iswondeful, butif you have a course
called kinship and soda organization.. .

REES:. Boring.

HANSEN: Weéll, andwho. .. wha other disciplineis goingto think. . . wha studentin
any other disciplineis gaing to think that has anything to say to them?

REES: No. You@right You@eright No.

HANSEN: No.

REES:. Butwhen | even have them do kinghip charts of therr own families, or ther [7]
histories, or of. . . in health, they do ahedlth interview, and then they do akinghip chart, a
health kinghip chart, like crosses of death or diseasesin family. . . in thefamily of the

woman they@e interviewing, or. . . | use family tree makers, [inaudiblg]. . .
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HANSEN: Yeah, and wha |Qre had with students here, we have refugees here, you
know, you meet with theimmigration groupsthere, you meet with refugee service
agendesthere, [7] somein Cincnnai, you bring in those studentsinto classes, or you
have your students go outand interview them, people from other cultures, dramatically
different cultures.

REES: Yes. Yes

HANSEN: Oh, they get excited.

REES: Oh,and| do. | havethem dotha. Tha@wondeful. 1t®. . . youlearn so much.
[inaudiblg].

HANSEN: Yeah.

REES:. Great. Okay, well, do you have anything else to add to thisvery, very. . . | want
to see it typewritten up. 1@n glad | don®have to do it though | don®like taperecording,
it too much work.

HANSEN: | gave upudngtaperecordes, because. . .

REES: Yeah, too much work.

HANSEN: . .. two to three to four hoursof. . .

REES:. Forevery hou, yeah. Yeah.

HANSEN: ... 1 quit. .. | couldn®afford it.

REES: Any.. . yeah, anything else thoughthat you want to add for the person who®
going to betranscribing this? [chudkl €]

HANSEN: Transcriber. [chudklg] Oh boy.

REES. Make her work or hiswork alittle bit. . . [chudl€]
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HANSEN: Wha | congstently told students, isthat | think anthropologyisa[prom]|
king.

REES: | likethat.

HANSEN: | get to goto all these places, meet these people who are doing al these
fascinaing things and they pay you.

REES. Andyouget pad forit.

HANSEN: Hello.

REES: Yeah. Tha@®why if you have atopics course, people will come in and find out
how much funit isto be an anthropologist.

HANSEN: Right, wha atreat.

REES: Yeah, tha®wondeful.

HANSEN: And, I do.. . youknow, and@n salling this because it@ fun. Anthropology
isfun.

REES: ItGfun.

HANSEN: Researchisfun. Field work. . . field work, | mean that isfun.

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: | mean, | can undestand, however, having a9, soonto be 10 year old,
professiond life doing something else. . .

REES: Yeah.

HANSEN: [inaudible]. 1t( hard to dofield work, because they dl have ther lives.
They have ther schools, they havether jobs youknow, and so it is difficult to dofield

work, extended field work when you have afamily.
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REES: Waéll, thetime when most people doit is when they®e in graduae school.
Tha® thetime when you learn another languaye and you learn another culture, if youde
lucky, you get to do tha.

HANSEN: And so thereisthis question, for thegenerationd movement of
anthropologists, how many anthropologists, theonly time they really did anythingin field
work was when they were grad students?

REES: Tha@right

HANSEN: And, after that. . .

REES:. Nothing.

HANSEN: A couple weeks here, you know, a summer they revisit afield site.

REES: Because even people, when they goonthdr sabbdtical, they often dord get. . .
or, get grants [inaudible].

HANSEN: Yeah. Whereas, | mean, | did four yearsin field work before | wentin
Anthropology, two years, really, for the dissertation, since then |Q@e doneaboutsix or
seven years of field research, buta couple of them have been a couple years, but others
have been months and weeks.

REES: | have ascam going onhere where | get every third year |®n in Mexico. . .
HANSEN: What atreat.

REES. Andtha...yeah, s0...

HANSEN: What atreat.

REES: ... hey, | likeit. Yeah, I likeit. Yeah. Well, maybe we should wind this down,
butlet@ bring this chapter of the Art Hansen interview to a close, buttunein next week

for thecontinuing story. [chudkl€]



HANSEN: [chudl€]

[End of interview]
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